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CHAPTER I – GENERAL TERMS 

Article 1. These Rules and Regulations endeavor to establish the procedures to be followed when 

holding Conformation Competitions for Purebred Spanish Stallions and Mares, to institute the system 

and structure of the various bodies that may be established and the responsibilities of all those 

participating in said events.   

These Rules and Regulations are reviewed annually by the Competition Commission, who, in all cases 

is responsible for any and all interpretations of these mandates, as might be the case, when applying 

these Rules and Regulations.  

Article 2. An ANCCE Conformation-Functional Competition is defined as an open competition and by 

no means discriminatory, for stud farms and horses that are registered in the Purebred Spanish Horse 

Stud Book, that meet and comply with the conditions established in the Specific Rules and Regulations, 

that appear on the Official Calendar for ANCCE Conformation-Functional Competitions and that 

comply with the norms arising from these current Rules and Regulations.  

Article 3. These current Rules and Regulations are binding and mandatory for application at all 

Conformation-Functional Competitions for Purebred Spanish Horses appearing on the Official Calendar 

established for this purpose, which shall be approved and edited annually by ANCCE.   

To be included on the aforementioned Calendar, the Organizing Committees (OC) shall present their 

written request to the ANCCE Competition Commission prior to the fifteenth of December (15/12) of 

each year. The Commission is responsible for and authorized to accept each Competition for the 

definitive Calendar, granting the corresponding category as deemed appropriate.   

The definitive ANCCE Competition Calendar must be published before the thirty-first of January (31/1).  

Any Competition request formulated after the established deadline shall be studied and approved, as 

would be the case, by the Competition Commission. Said event must favor breeders, if and when said 

event poses no conflict with the original and already approved calendar.  

Article 4. Only those results of Conformation-Functional Competitions that appear on the Official 

ANCCE Competition Calendar and that have been judged according to the present Rules and 

Regulations shall be considered valid as qualifiers for the ANCCE World Championship for Purebred 

Spanish Horse Stallions and Mares, the final for which shall be held at SICAB (the International PRE 

Trade Fair). The qualification tables found in APPENDIX VI determine the number of horses that qualify 

in each section, depending on the various competition categories. 

Article 5. All competitions included, in each season, within the scope of the Official ANCCE Calendar for 

Conformation-Functional Competitions, must comply with these current Rules and Regulations in full 

and with no exceptions. Should a flagrant breach of compliance be observed, and not due to force 

majeure, the competition shall automatically be excluded from the calendar; however, and for the 

benefit of the participating breeders, any result, classifications and/or qualifications shall be 

maintained. Said competition shall not seek to be part of the competition calendar until the following 

next year.  
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The only exceptions for the full application of these Rules and Regulations could take place at the 

World Championship Final. These exceptions shall be published every year by the ANCCE Competition 

Commission, in writing and in all cases, well before the conclusion of the entry deadline. 

CHAPTER II – COMPETITION COMMISSION:  COMPOSITION, RESOURCES AND ALLEGATIONS 

Article 6. The Competition Commission has been created to supervise that these Rules and Regulations 

are complied with in full, as well as to solve any conflicts that might arise in the interpretation and 

application of said rules, and that affect breeders, riders, presenters and the OC. 

The Conformation Competition Commission is composed of a president, appointed by the ANCCE 

Executive Committee and who is authorized to propose the other members of said Commission as 

deemed appropriate. These members shall be appointed by the Executive Committee and ratified by 

the Board of Directors. This Competition Commission may request as many technical reports as 

deemed appropriate for the correct running of said Commission.    

Regarding its decisions, appeals and allegations, these may be presented before the ANCCE office 

reception register. Initially, these shall be determined by the Conformation Competition Commission, 

and as would be the case, the ANCCE Executive Committee; in both cases, by majority vote.  

CHAPTER III - REGARDING CONFORMATION-FUNCTIONAL COMPETITIONS: REQUIREMENTS 

Article 7. The request to organize an Official Competition shall be presented before the Competition 

Commission, in a reliable manner, in writing and before the fifteenth of December (15/12) of each 

year, so that said competition may be included on the official ANCCE Competition list. The form 

provided in APPENDIX 1 of these Rules and Regulations must be filled out in full as an unavoidable 

prerequisite.  

Competitions requesting inclusion in the Qualifying Round for the ANCCE World Championship may 

not be held any later than the first of November (1/11) of each year.  

Those requests presented by individuals or organizations that are not the owner of the facilities where 

the event is to be held shall present, together with the request form, an authorization granting the use 

of said facilities for the Competition.  

The following aspects shall appear on the competition request form: 

- Dates of the event. 

- Intended number of judges. 

- Exact location of the competition. 

- Capacity limitations regarding the participation of horses, as would be the case.  

- Organizer and contact person/s.  

Any changes in any of these aspects shall be expressly approved by the Competition Commission.  
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The organization or person seeking to organize a Conformation-Functional Competition shall have 

facilities available in keeping with the venue where it is to be held, and shall comply with any and all 

health/hygiene requirements demanded by the corresponding public body.  

Article 7.1. Requests to hold competitions outside of Spain shall be covered by an ANCCE-sanctioned 

Association. Only in such case that in a given country there is no association to process the request, 

the request may be presented by another institution or association. In this case, the approval or 

classification shall depend on the verdict of the Competition Commission.  

Competitions requesting inclusion on the ANCCE Competition Calendar as qualifiers for the World PRE 

Championship may not be discriminatory in any way, shape or form, whatever the reason may be to 

try an justify such a measure. Should a case of discrimination be reported prior to the actual 

competition, the organizers shall be encouraged to correct the situation or should this not be the case, 

the event shall be excluded from the Official Calendar. Should the Commission hear about 

discriminatory attitudes once the event has concluded, the qualifications and classifications of the 

horses shall be respected, to benefit the participating breeders, but said event may be excluded as 

foreseen in Article 5. 

Article 8. The main objectives sought by the organizers of these qualifying competitions for the ANCCE 

World Championship are, at all times, the following:  

- Contribute to promoting, preserving, expanding and adding prestige to the breeding of the 

Purebred Spanish Horse, both in Spain and abroad.  

- Facilitate breeders with the possibility of improving their selection of products.  

- Boost the acquisition of breeding stock to promote the goodness of the Purebred Spanish 

Horse.  

- Promote the marketing of the Purebred Spanish Horse. 

Article 9. Any of those participating in a competition, whether breeders, stud farm representatives, 

riders, grooms and employees in general, judges and organizational staff are obliged to maintain, 

within the limits of the grounds where the event is held, a correct and respectful attitude. All of the 

aforementioned people are subject to the mandates of these Rules and Regulations.  

Article 10. Competition Categories 

The competitions making up the ANCCE World Championship Qualifying Competitions Calendar every 

year shall fall within one of the following categories:  

 

- ANCCE - SICAB World Championship. 

- ANCCE National Competition. 

- ANCCE Regional Competition. 

Article 10.1. ANCCE – SICAB World Championship 

This event shall be held every year, coinciding with SICAB (International PRE Trade Fair), in the city of 

Sevilla (Spain). Said event shall be subject to the terms and conditions established in these current 

Rules and Regulations, except in those specific cases that are proposed annually by the Competition 
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Commission, approved by the Executive Committee and ratified by the Board of Directors. All of these 

specific cases shall be announced prior to the conclusion of the entry deadline.  

Participation: Only those horses that have qualified in advance at the competitions making up the 

Official ANCCE Competition Calendar, and in keeping with the criteria established in these current 

Rules and Regulations, may attend the World Championship for Purebred Spanish Horses.  

JUDGES: At the World Championship, it is mandatory that each conformation section be judged by 

three (3) Judges, while for Functionality, there shall be two (2) Judges sharing this task. 

Article 10.2. ANCCE National Championship 

The Executive Committee, at the request of the Competition Commission, and once requests have 

been received, shall determine those fifteen (15) competitions to be held in Spain and that shall have 

the category of National Competition. On the international scene, the associations collaborating with 

ANCCE in each country may decide to hold a National Championship in a given country, with this being 

understood as a possibility, and not an obligation. In any case, said Championships shall present the 

corresponding request in keeping with the established dates, before the Competition Commission.  

Should there be more than one competition in a given country, and these not being National 

Championships in that country, said event shall have, to all intents and purposes, the consideration of 

ANCCE Regional Competition.  

 

ANCCE National Competitions held in Spain:  

Said competitions shall be judged by at least two (2) Conformation Judges and one (1) Functionality 

Judge. For the selection of Competitions, the following aspects shall be taken into account, in addition 

to the criteria for regional distribution:  

 
- Seniority. 

- Participation in the three (3) previous editions.  

- Absence of organization-related incidents.  

- Degree to which the Rules and Regulations have been complied with.  

- Any other aspect that, in the opinion of the Competition Commission, might be relevant.  
 

In such case that a given region or province of Spain—where there is a regional or provincial 

association member of ANCCE—has more than one competition request, the Competition Commission 

shall hear the opinion of said association, without this being binding for the Commission when granting 

the category for competitions within a given geographical area.  

 
ANCCE National Competitions held internationally: 

Said competitions shall be judged by at least one (1) Conformation Judges and one (1) Functionality 

Judge, following the model found in these current Rules and Regulations.   

10.3. ANCCE Regional Competition 

All competitions that have requested to be included on the Official ANCCE Competition Calendar, 

qualifiers for the World PRE Championship, and that have not been granted the category of National 

Competition, shall be considered Regional Competitions. The Competition Commission may, from 
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among the various competitions, appoint three (3) additional competitions for the ANCCE National 

Championship to cover any contingency that might arise. Should a regional event substitute a national 

event, this competition must comply with all of the norms governing this category.  

 

These competitions shall be judged by at least one (1) Conformation Judge, while having a 

Functionality Judge is optional.  

 

Article 11. Alternative system for competition categories 

Each year, the Competition Commission, when assessing the season and organizing the competition 

categories for the next season, shall proceed to downgrade at least one (1) competition, but never 

more than three (3) among those events with the category of ANCCE National Competition, in virtue of 

objective parameters and always in relation to the rest of the competitions in that same category.  

Likewise, and under the same conditions, the same shall hold true for the ANCCE Regional 

Competitions in terms of upgrades; the number of upgrades shall be the same as number of 

downgrades for each year.   

Article 12. Obligations to be met at all Competitions 

All Competitions on the official ANCCE Calendar and that are qualifiers for the ANCCE World PRE 

Championship at SICAB, shall advertise using the letters ANCCE with the category granted and boasting 

the Association logotype on all event-related advertising.  

Article 12.1. ANCCE – SICAB World Championship 

Annually, the Competition Commission shall propose, before the ANCCE Executive Committee, the 

structural characteristics of the ANCCE – SICAB World Championship. Said event shall have at least the 

follow aspects as detailed for National Competitions, with the exception of the judges, in which shall 

be as follows:   

- A number that is no less than six (6) for Conformation, divided into three groups to judge each 

section, as established by the procedure for each edition. It is mandatory that a substitute 

Judge be appointed.  

- Two Functionality Judges.  

At the World Championship, should it be decided that there are prior semi-finals for each of the 

sections, as well as a final for all sections, the already mentioned governing bodies of ANCCE shall draft 

specific Rules and Regulations in this regard. Said specifics shall be published prior to the conclusion of 

the entry deadline.   

Article 12.2. ANCCE National Competitions 

To attain this category, the competition shall meet all of the specifications listed below:  

- Seniority: to have held at least one edition previously to being designated as a National 

Competition.  

- Participation: For National Competitions held in Spain, there must be at least seventy (70) 

horses entered when calculating the average for the three previous editions. Should only one 

or two editions have been held, this aspect must still be complied with.  
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This ruling shall not be applied at National Competitions held internationally.  

- Organization: the following minimal aspects shall be provided: 

- The Organizing Committee (OC) shall take charge of the basic aspects to launch the 

competition and respect the norms included these current Rules and Regulations 

during the event. The OC shall process and report the results to ANCCE for 

dissemination and promotion, as well as sending the official records from the judges 

and a final report about the competition.  

- 1 Technical Director. 

- 1 Steward. 

- At least two (2) Conformation judges, who jointly, shall judge the various sections of 

the competition. (ANCCE National category competitions abroad may be judged by a 

single Conformation Judge).  

- At least one (1) Functionality Judge. 

- Selecting said judges shall be carried out as indicated in these current Rules and 

Regulations.  

- Infrastructures: 

- Competition arena measuring at least 60 x 20 m. 

- Warm-up arena. 

- Adequate covered accommodations and stabling that are safe and suitable for the 

good wellbeing of the horses, and that guarantee their safety, security and comfort at 

all times. The accommodations for stallions and mares shall be sufficiently separated 

to guarantee the peacefulness of the horses and avoid possible accidents.  

- A sufficient number of showers for the number of horses entered.  

- A public address system. 

- Photographs and videos of the competition sections. 

- Computerized publication of results, with the OC being committed to carrying out the 

task to process and publically disseminate the results for each and all sections, as well 

as the special awards, as quickly as the technological circumstances so allow.  

- Services: 

- Ambulance. 

- Liability insurance. 

- Security and surveillance for the smooth running of the competition. 

- Bedding for the comfort of all horses.  

- Official veterinarian service at the Competition, independently of the fee that he/she 

may charge for services rendered.  

- Farrier service.  

In all cases, competitions in the National category shall respect these current Rules and Regulations in 

full, as well as any applicable national or regional laws allowing such events. ANCCE shall not be held 

responsible for any failure to comply with the norms attributable to the OC.  

All competitions in the National category shall pay the annual fee established by the ANCCE Executive 

Committee, as proposed by the Competition Commission to be able to register as such on the official 
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ANCCE Calendar. Payment of this fee shall have compensation in the form of services listed in Article 

14 of these Rules and Regulations. In all cases, said fee shall be paid in full to ANCCE prior to the 

commencement of the competition.  

Article 12.3. ANCCE Regional Competitions 

To seek this category, the competitions shall meet the following requirements:  

- Organization: the following minimal aspects shall be provided: 

- The Organizing Committee (OC) shall take charge of the basic aspects to launch the 

competition and respect the norms included these current Rules and Regulations 

during the event. The OC shall process and report the results to ANCCE for 

dissemination and promotion, as well as sending the official records from the judges 

and a final report about the competition.  

- 1 Technical Director. 

- 1 Steward. 

- At least one (1) Conformation Judge.  

- The Functionality Judge is optional. Should there be no Functionality Judge, the 

functionality section shall be judged by the same Judge who is responsible for 

Conformation.   

- Infrastructures: 

- Competition arena measuring approximately 60 x 20 m. 

- Warm-up arena. 

- Adequate covered accommodations and stabling that are safe and suitable for the 

good wellbeing of the horses, and that guarantee their safety, security and comfort at 

all times. The accommodations for stallions and mares shall be sufficiently separated 

to guarantee the peacefulness of the horses and avoid possible accidents.  

- A sufficient number of showers for the number of horses entered.  

- A public address system. 

- Photographs and videos of the competition sections. This option shall be optional, but 

competitions that fail to meet this mandate may not upgrade to the National category.  

- Computerized publication of results, with the OC being committed to carrying out the 

task to process and publically disseminate the results for each and all sections, as well 

as the special awards, as quickly as the technological circumstances so allow.  

- Services: 

- Ambulance. 

- Liability insurance. 

- Security and surveillance for the smooth running of the competition. 

- Bedding for the comfort of all horses.  

- Official veterinarian service at the Competition, independently of the fee that he/she 

may charge for services rendered.  

- Farrier service.  

As with National Competitions, regional competitions shall comply with these current Rules and 

Regulations and any mandatory and applicable organizational norms for such events. 
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Article 13. Non-fulfillment by Organizing Committees 

In such case that an OC fails to comply with these current Rules and Regulations, the Competition 

Commission shall proceed as follows: 

- Should non-fulfillment occur prior to the commencement of the competition, the Competition 

Commission shall exclude it from the annual calendar. Should the excluded competition be a 

National Championship, said venue may be substituted by a Regional Championship. 

- Should non-fulfillment occur during the competition, the Commission shall terminate the 

event by launching the corresponding proceedings, which may include its exclusion from the 

official calendar the following year/s. 

 

Article 14. ANCCE obligations for qualifier competitions included on the official competition calendar 

for the ANCCE – SICAB World Championship 

ANCCE is committed to recognizing, disseminating and promoting all competitions included on its 

calendar, as well as the results and images arising from them. Moreover, ANCCE shall provide the OC 

with its competition program that shall be made available, free of charge. 

More specifically, and for Championship competitions in the National Category, held in Spain, ANCCE is 

obliged to provide the following services, if and when the OC have fulfilled the payment stipulated in 

the last paragraph of Article 12.2: 

- Pay two Conformation Judges including transportation. Should the organizers wish to hire a 

third Judge, his/her payment shall be made by the OC, which shall negotiate the price directly 

with said Judge. In any case, all meals and accommodations shall always be covered by the OC. 

- Pay the Functionality Judge under the same established conditions foreseen for Conformation 

Judges. Should more than one Functionality Judge be hired, said Judge shall be covered by the 

stipulations indicated above for Conformation Judges. 

- All competition request forms shall state, prior to holding said event, the desired number of 

judges for each area (Conformation or Functionality). 

- Pay the Chief Steward, the IT program for results as well as photography and video. In this 

case, all meals and accommodations shall always be covered by the OC. 

 

Regarding the final of the ANCCE – SICAB World Championship, ANCCE shall cover all costs derived 

from its organization and determine all aspects, as well as its specific Rules and Regulations, as would 

be the case.  

CHAPTER IV. REGARDING THE FUNCTIONAL & INTERNAL STRUCTURE: ORGANIZATION, 

COMPOSITION & FUNCTIONS 

Article 15. The Organizing Committee (OC) 

The OC is responsible for the governance, management and administration of the Conformation-

Functional Competition. Although the actual composition may vary, the OC shall include at least the 

following members: 
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a) President: This person shall be the maximum authority of the competition. He/she shall 

formalize and execute all Committee decisions regarding matters under consideration. When 

voting, he/she shall have the casting vote in the event of a tie, in matters within the scope of 

the aforementioned OC. 

b) Technical Director: This person shall strive, at all times, that these current Rules and 

Regulations are complied with, in addition to ensuring that the facilities offer the precise 

conditions for the correct undertaking of the Conformation-Functional Competition in 

accordance with the requirements set out in this document. Likewise, this person shall 

maintain close contact with the Judges and be responsible for providing them with all 

necessary documentation for them to fulfill their role as Judges. Similarly, this person shall be 

responsible for providing participants with the final results of each Section and shall give these 

to the President of the OC. The Chief Stewards and other organization staff shall respond to 

this person. 

Functions of the Technical Director: 

- Verify, prior to the commencement of and during the Conformation Competition, the 

conditions of the event, and whether these comply with the characteristics required 

for each category. 

- Issue a report stating the characteristics of all facilities and equipment. Specify 

competition details regarding any possible irregularities that could lead to a warning or 

disciplinary actions. This report shall be sent to the Follow-up Commission for 

Conformation Competitions within a period not exceeding five (5) days following the 

conclusion of the competition. 

- Identify and mark the correct location of the presentation arena. 

- Verify the correct functioning of the public address system in the arena. 

- Guarantee the correct identification of all horses to be judged, as well as ensuring that 

their presentation fully complies with the provisions set out in these Rules and 

Regulations. 

- Plan the schedule, ensure that it is respected and request strict compliance with the 

starting times of all sections. If the competition has to be modified due to reasons 

arising from competition developments, this person shall be responsible for informing 

all competition participants, extending such information to the public by using all the 

means available to ensure a broader distribution of said changes. 

- Make sure that presenters and farm managers comply with the indications from the 

judges in terms of placement, presentation of stops and in movements, as well as any 

other aspects the Judge is responsible for. 

- Address complaints and suggestions from breeders regarding the judging and be 

present when they request an explanation from the Judge/s. No clarification or 

explanation shall be provided, under any circumstance, prior to the conclusion of the 

last section of the Conformation Competition. The only exception refers to 

explanations provided by the Superior Appeals Panel. 

- Draft and send ANCCE all competition records in the required formats within a period 

not exceeding five (5) days following the conclusion of the competition. 

- Propose the necessary collaborators to perform all competition functions. 
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- Urgently inform the ANCCE Competition Department about the suspension of the 

competition, as would be the case, and the circumstances leading to said suspension, 

with all information and details being also in writing. 

- The functions of the competition Technical Director may be inspected by the person or 

persons appointed by the Follow-up Commission for Conformation Competitions. 

c) Chief Steward: This person shall be in charge of verifying the identity, checking the numbers 

and names of all horses, ordering their entry to and exit from the arena and maintaining 

communication with the stud farm managers so that the competition runs smoothly. This 

function shall be mandatory; therefore, in those competitions that, due to their size, do not 

have a Chief Steward, this task shall be performed by the Technical Director, depending on the 

competition category.  

d) Members-at-large: These may be as many as the competition OC deems appropriate, one of 

whom shall always be the Competition Veterinarian. 

 

Article 16. OC functions 

a) Draft the competition program including at least the following data: 

- The date and location where the competition is held, as well as the dates for the 

reception and departure of horses. 

- Entry deadline. 

- Entry fee, where applicable. 

- Health, sanitation and administrative certificates as required by the Authorities. 

- Awards and trophies. 

- Composition of the OC. 

The competition program shall be published on the ANCCE Web-site at least seven (7) days before the 

commencement of the competition, and shall be made available to all participating breeders at the 

competition secretariat throughout the event. 

b) Verify the ownership of the horses registered with the LG-PRE-ANCCE Stud Book. Should there 

be any doubt, notify the Competition Department so that they may consult with the Stud 

Book; the response provided by the LG-PRE-ANCCE Stud Book shall be binding and final. A 

record of such verifications shall be sent to ANCCE including all documents requested. 

c) Once the Judges have been designated in accordance with the Rules and Regulations, the 

possible existence of incompatibilities between the designated Judge/s and breeders or horses 

entered in the competition must be verified, ensuring that they do not incur in the limit for the 

maximum number of incompatibilities referred to in Article 47 of these Rules and Regulations, 

as well as the Judges’ compliance with the obligations mentioned in Article 38 of these Rules 

and Regulations. 

d) In the case of Regional competitions, and at least fifteen (15) days prior to the commencement 

of the competition, the names of the appointed judges shall be provided, in writing, and sent 

to the Competition Commission through the ANCCE Competition Department.  

e) Request the inclusion of said competition on ANCCE’s official calendar before 15th of 

December of each year. 
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f) Suspend the competition due to force majeure, in which case the causes shall be stated in a 

report sent to ANCCE. ANCCE may claim liability responsibilities for damages caused by the OC. 

If the suspension takes place prior to the commencement of the competition, the OC is 

responsible for notifying breeders, Judges, and any other individual/s or organization/s 

participating in the event, although ANCCE shall publish the suspension notification on its 

website for greater dissemination. 

g) Designate the Admission Jury, the Superior Appeals Panel, and all staff required for 

administrative and IT-related task so that the competition runs smoothly, and ensure that all 

regulatory obligations are complied with. 

h) Verify and be aware of any and all disciplinary actions that may be imposed upon judges, 

breeders and/or horses so that these do not participate in the venue. 

i) Ensure that all advertising, publicity and promotion of the competition is carried out in 

accordance with the stipulations of these Rules and Regulations. 

 

All actions undertaken by the OC, whatever these may be, as well as the organization and 

development of the competition, may be inspected by personnel designated by the Competition 

Commission, if and when required. Non-compliance with any and all of the aforementioned 

obligations leads to disciplinary actions, as stipulated by these Rules and Regulations, whenever the 

Competition Commission considers it appropriate, in accordance with the established procedures. 

Article 17. Admissions Panel (AP) 

The AP shall include at least the following members: 

- The Technical Director. 

- One member of the OC. 

- The Competition Veterinarian. 

These shall be aided by as many people as deemed necessary to ensure the proper execution of their 

duties. Their decisions may be appealed before the Superior Appeals Panel (SAP). 

The AP shall be operational from the very moment the first competition entry is received. 

The AP shall be responsible for the admission of all horses, and therefore in charge of their reception, 

during which time they shall careful examine the points indicated in Article 30 of these Rules and 

Regulations and the following aspects:  

- Health and well-being: The AP, following a veterinary exam, may reject those horses 

showing a physical defect, be it accidental in nature, or those suspicions of disease. 

Only in those cases in which the horse’s injury is caused during transportation may said 

horse be accepted; entry to the arena shall be subject to an examination by the 

competition veterinarian, who must authorize its participation. 

- Documentation: The AP shall verify that all in-coming horses have the corresponding 

Health and Transport Papers. 

- Identification: Upon entry to the competition grounds, the AP shall identify all horses 

by reading their microchip and/or verifying the description that appears on the Entry 

Certificate, Passport or Equine Identification Documents (EID). 
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- Entry: The AP shall verify that all horses are correctly registered. 

- Stabling for horses: The AP shall coordinate the distribution of horses in their stables. 

 

The AP shall verify whether or not the horse’s phenotypic integrity has been artificially modified, 

i.e., with paint or dying, etc., in which case, the OC shall be notified.  

The AP may take random blood samples at the time of entry to attest the presence of doping prior 

to the competition in accordance with the list of prohibited substances laid out in APPENDIX VIII. 

Article 18. Once the Admission Jury have verified that a horse is properly entered by its breeder within 

the established entry period and that it complies with the conditions officially required for entry to the 

competition, they shall authorize its access to the venue and said horse shall be considered officially 

entered. 

In the event that a horse has been entered and accepted on the grounds (officially entered) but fails to 

participate in the competition, it shall be considered as not present. If that horse was competing for 

the awards for the Best Stud Farm and Best Exhibitor, the points to be added shall be those that 

correspond to those “Not present,” as set out in APPENDIX V. Said points shall be tallied when 

determining the average score obtained by the stud farm.  

Article 19. Should the AP detect manipulation of any type in terms of documentation or an intention 

to impersonate another horse, said horse shall be eliminated from the competition immediately. 

Likewise, all horses from that stud farm shall be banned, prior to the commencement of the 

competition. 

Article 20. Superior Appeals Panel (SAP) 

The members of the competition SAP shall not present horses in said competition.  

a) Composition: The SAP shall include the President of the OC or whomever he/she appoints, and 
at least two (2) other members chosen by him/her. These members shall not be breeders, 
riders, presenters or participants in the competition, and to be a member of shall the SAP, 
shall comply with the indications in Article 15. One (1) member shall proceed as the secretary.  

b) Functions: The SAP shall resolve any and all incidences that arise during the Conformation-
Functional Competition, except with regards to the actual judging of horses, in which case the 
maximum authority shall be held by the Competition Judges. The functions of the Appeals Jury 
include: 

 Being the maximum authority at the competition to resolve any and all incidences that 
arise from the application of these current Rules and Regulations.  

 Resolving, in terms of appeals, any claims presented by breeders entered in the 
competition. All claims to be considered shall be formulated, in writing, within a 
maximum term of one (1) hour following the report or publication of the referred-to 
incident. After that time, no incidents shall be taken into consideration.  

 Reporting all decisions made by the Superior Appeals Panel within a maximum period 
of forty-eight (48) hours, following the presentation of a claim. All decisions shall be 
public and unquestionable.  

 Reporting to the Competition Commission regarding possible incidences that may have 
taken place during the competition.  
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Article 21. The Veterinarian Team 

The OC must have a team of veterinarians who shall be present, at the competition facilities,  every 

day during the assessment process, from the beginning of the competition to the last section of the 

day as well as during the entry and exit of the animals. Said team shall include at least one 

veterinarian, aided by a farrier and shall be supplied with sufficient equipment to efficiently and 

effectively perform their duties.  

 

It is the duty of the veterinarian to treat any horse that becomes ill or has an accident while at the 

competition facilities, having been summonsed previously by the owner. Remember that the OC is not 

responsible for the costs derived from medications and the same holds true for costs related to 

shoeing. It is also the obligation and responsibility of the Chief Veterinarian to:  

- Perform and therefore guarantee and verify the correct ID of all horses.  
- Attend, at the request of the Judges, through the Chief Steward and at a given time, and 

issue a report about a given horse that is in the arena; said report shall not be linked to the 
final decision of the Judges.  

- Safeguard, throughout the Competition, from the entry to and the exiting of all horses, 
that these meet all of the necessary conditions for their well-being. Should there be any 
type of incompliance with the current legislation in this regard, corrective measures shall 
be taken immediately and the Competition Technical Director shall be informed. He/She 
shall communicate this to the OC, who, in turn, may or may not confirm said measures, as 
would be the case, or proceed to take other necessary measures.  

- Order, at the request of the breeder, the Chief Steward or the Judges, that a horse be seen 
by the vet regarding its condition to access the arena. Should the report be negative, a 
Veterinarian certificate shall be issued which shall serve the breeder as a justification for 
not presenting the horse in the arena. 

- Take the necessary biological samples for the verification of doping.  
 

Article 22. Administration, computerization and publication of results  
This task shall be undertaken by the person or persons chosen by de OC with the capacity to complete 
the tasks defined herein. In all cases, the OC shall be held responsible for the correct compliance of 
said tasks. 

a) Functions: The person or persons designated shall have these administrative and IT 
responsibilities: 

o Handle all entries. 
o Draft a list with the various sections including all participating horses in each section. 

The Conformation and Functionality list shall be issued using the appendix listed in 
these Rules and Regulations.  

o Place the list in a visible location, open to the public and once all horses have entered, 
that indicates the sections and stud farms seeking the Best Stud Farm and Best 
Exhibitor awards. All horses entered and registered by the breeder seeking said 
awards must appear on the list. 

o Draft and publicize the results, with the score sheet from the judges, when the judging 
of each section has concluded, for breeders and the general public. This includes all 
the results from the Judges in the elections for Special Awards. Such results shall be 
listed online at www.concursoancce.com 

o Receive, fill out and sign by the judges the score sheets that appear in APPENDIX III as 
proceeds.  

http://www.concursoancce.com/


RULES & REGULATIONS | ANCCE 
ANCCE CONFORMATION-FUNCTIONAL COMPETITIONS | PUREBRED SPANISH HORSE (PRE) 

 
 

 
20 

o Process the scores provided by the judges. These scores shall be included on the 
judges´ score sheets. 

 

CHAPTER V – ENTRIES & AND CANCELLATIONS 

 

Article 23. Ownership 

The breeders shall only enter horses that they own. For identification purposes, only the breeder code 

shall be taken into consideration, with all horses competing under that breeder code whether or not 

they were bred on that Stud Farm.  

The horses owned by a breeder that participate under his/her name in any qualifying event for the 

World Championship and that are later sold to another breeder/owner, may be returned to the initial 

owner but shall not participate in any other Championship events during a period of twelve (12) 

months starting from the last change in ownership. 

At any competition and after the corresponding entry has been completed, changes in ownerships 

shall be accepted but only until the horses enter the competition grounds; consequently, said horse/s 

may then participate under the ownership of the new stud farm owner. Any changes made after the 

competition has begun shall not be taken into account, under any circumstance, for the competition 

results.  

Article 24. Number of horses 

A Stud Farm may enter as many horses as it so desires to a competition, but should that stud farm 

compete for the Best Stud Farm or Best Exhibitor awards, it shall clearly indicate, on the entry form, 

those horses competing for these awards.  

A Stud Farm competing for the Best Stud Farm award shall not seek the Best Exhibitor award and vice 

versa, with the exception indicated in Article 83 

 

Article 25. Entry Forms 

The entry of horses shall be carried out by filling out and sending the document found in APPENDIX II 

to the OC. At least the following details shall be provided:  

- Breeder name and stud farm code.  

- Name of the representative and contact and/or emergency phone number.  

- Name of horse, code, sex, date of birth. 
- Section number where said horse is participating. 
- Indicate whether the horse is to be considered when seeking the Best Stud Farm or Best 

Exhibitor award.  
- If a mare is participating in its section, it must be specified. Also indicate if said mare is 

participating in a cobra and which one it is participating in. In such case that said mare is only 
participating in cobras, do not check for the individual section.  

- In the case of sections for adult mares, mark whether or not said mare is taking the 
Functionality Test. 

- Complete compliance with the competition rules and regulations.  
- Authorize the OC to perform biologic tests for doping controls of any or all horses entered for 

the competition. 
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Article 26. Suspensions and compensations 

Should an OC cancel a competition, for other reasons than force majeure, participants already present 

at the venue or in transit shall be compensated for the expenses incurred, notwithstanding other 

possible disciplinary responsibilities.  

 

Article 27. Cancelation of entries 

Those breeders who have formalized the entry of their horses in a competition shall have no right to 

claim reimbursement of the quantities paid once the deadline has concluded.  

 

Article 28. Deadline for Entries 

The OC shall establish the entry period for a timespan no less than thirty (30) days, and the deadline 

shall conclude, in all cases, twenty-four (24) hours prior to the reception of horses. 

 

Article 29. Entry of Breeding Stock 

Horses participating in the Sections 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 shall provide proof as breeding stock, at 

any and all competitions where they participate. Horses in Sections 7 and 8 may participate 

throughout the year in the qualifiers for the World Championship without being considered 

APPROVED as breeding stock; however, said horses shall unfailingly be required to show proof when 

participating in the Final. In all cases, revisions shall be made prior to the reception of the horses in any 

competition.  

 

CHAPTER VI - REGARDING HORSES 

Article 30. All horses participating at a Conformation-Functional Competition, in addition to being in 

perfect physical condition, must comply with the following:  

- Health and welfare standards as required by the Organizing Committee and the corresponding 
health authorities.  

- Required travel and transportation documents.  
- Passport or pre-registration certificate. 

 
The cobras in the Sections 13 and 14 shall be formed exclusively by mares belonging to Sections 7 to 

11, four years of age and above. The mares participating in cobras shall fulfill the same requirements 

as if they participated individually in their section. 

In Sections 13 and 14, should it be necessary to change the make-up of a cobra once the entries have 
concluded, only one of the mares in the cobra may be substituted in the case of section 13, and two in 
the case of section 14. Should one of the components of the cobra suffer an injury during the 
competition, this horse may be substituted by another mare that is entered in one of the adult mare 
sections and that has been on the grounds from the beginning and reception of the event. As 
previously established for all cases, all horses must belong to the same stud farm entering and 
participating with them. 
 
Any horse presented in a competition shall not have physical, congenital or acquired anomalies with 
exception of surgical extirpation of testicles due to a pathological process.   
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Horses presented at a competition included on the Official ANCCE Calendar may be subject, during 

reception, to doping test by the Admission Panel according to the list of prohibited substances, as 

contemplated in Appendix VIII. Testing is mandatory; therefore, no breeder may refuse the extraction 

of biological samples from his/her horse/s. Should a breeder refuse testing, the horse/s he/she owns 

and presents at the competition shall be refused. This behavior shall be considered severe misconduct, 

thus leading to disciplinary actions.  

CHAPTER VII. REGARDING BREEDERS 

Article 31. Any breeder deciding to present his/her horses at a competition is committed to respecting 

and complying with the norms laid out in these current Rules and Regulations, and to contribute to the 

brilliance and dignity of these competitions, presenting his/her horses under the best possible 

conditions. 

Article 32. Breeders shall not approach the Judges while judging. Should they do so outside the 

competition arena, judges shall be addressed with respect and consideration and always in the 

presence of the Technical Director or Chief Steward once the judging of all sections in the competition 

have concluded. 

Article 33. Breeder Responsibilities: 

Breeders are responsible for: 

- The horses having a suitable level of training and handling.  
- The actions of the personnel in their employ as well as members of their family. The attitudes 

of these may be subject to disciplinary actions that could affect the breeder and his/her 
horses.  

- Presenting the horse in the corresponding Section with its tag number 

- Ensuring that all their horses remain within the competition facilities until their exit is 

authorized in writing by the OC. Abandoning the facilities where a competition is taking place 

without the corresponding authorization shall be considered as a severe misconduct, 

warranting disciplinary fault. 

- Having sufficient personnel for the care and handling of their horses as well as for the 

appropriate participation and presentation of their horses.  

- Complying with all the decisions made by the judges, as well as those taken by the SAP, 
notwithstanding the right to make use of the means that these Rules and Regulations provide 
to express discrepancies.  

- Address, with respect and consideration those linked to the organization, other breeders and 
their personnel. 

- Ensuring that they, their employees and family members know and comply with these current 
Rules and Regulations. Any questions that may arise regarding the mechanics of the 
competition, which have nothing to do with its actual organization, shall be directed to the 
Technical Director. 

 
Article 34. Noncompliance with the Rules and Regulations in this Chapter, on behalf of a breeder, may 
lead to the elimination of the horses presented by the said breeder. If the OC decides so, depending on 
the severity of the situation, the breeder and the horses shall be expelled from the competition 
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facilities and venue, independently of other disciplinary actions that may be taken, as foreseen in 
these current Rules and Regulations. 
 

CHAPTER  VIII. REGARDING PRESENTERS & RIDERS 

Article 35. When presenting horses in the arena, both riders and presenters shall comply with the 

following aspects:  

a) General terms: 

- Be at least sixteen (16) years of age, or, if underage, the OC shall be presented with a 

specific authorization in writing from the parents or legal guardian, who shall take full 

responsibility for any possible damages and/or injuries, relinquishing the OC of all 

liability. In all cases, the OC shall not be held responsible for the actions of riders and 

presenters who have no legally recognized ties with the owner of the horses they are 

riding or presenting.   

- At all times, attend to the indications of the Competition’s Technical Director, in 

his/her role as Chief Steward.  

- Execute the stipulated route for the presentation of movements in hand, without delay 

or surpassing the established limits.  

- Show composure, both within and outside of the arena, while at all times addressing 

with respect and consideration all members of the Judging Panel, those linked to the 

organization, other breeders and their staff, as well as the general audience attending 

the event. Should there be breach of compliance regarding this obligation, that person 

may be banned from the arena, with his/her access any other section of the competing 

also being banned. 

- At all times, have horses under control, both within and outside of the arena, in an 

effort to avoid risks for people and other horses. Therefore, staff shall be attentive of 

their horses at all times and these shall not be presented loose.  

- Identify with the corresponding order number for all horses presented.  

- Comply with all decisions made by the Judges, the OC as well as the SAP. 

 

The following actions are prohibited and lead to automatic elimination: 

- Abuse horses participating at the competition, not only in the competition arena, but 

also in the warm-up arena and on the competition grounds.  

- Use a whip or stick when presenting horses in hand, unless said whip/stick is equal to 

or less than 1.80 meters in length, including the handle. The only exception being for 

the presentation of mare cobras, in which case the stick or whip may be longer, but 

with the lash/cracker being collected.   

- Force a sick, extenuated or lame horse to move  

- Use make-up of any type that might hide or emphasize certain aspects of the horses, 

change its natural skin color, its hair or hooves when detected. The use of colorless 

grease may be used on the hooves. These aspects shall be verified by the Chief 

Steward, aided by the veterinarian team.  
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- Enter or exit the arena without being ordered to do so by the Chief Steward.  

- When a horse fails to behave correctly in the arena, or should an abnormality be 

observed, the Steward shall be notified, and they shall inform the Judge/s; these, in 

turn, shall confirm or not the removal of said horse, as would be the case.  

- Perform actions that might distract another horse being presented in the arena, such 

as moving a horse near or within the arena while awaiting entry to be judged.  

- Address the Judge/s while within or outside of the arena. The only exception 

corresponds to the indications in Article 32.  

 

A warning shall be made, without elimination:  

- When martingales, breast collars, rings and any other device (such as plastic or cloth 

tied to the whip, or any other material that could affect the presentation of  horses, as 

well as auxiliary reins, side reins, any type of sliding (draw) reins or balancing reins, 

nasal strips, etc.), are used. The same holds true when protection or bandages are 

used, or any type of blinders (blinkers) or other elements. Likewise, a warning shall be 

issued when decorations (trimmings) are used on the horse, including ribbons, bows or 

flowers, etc. Only in the case of the Functionality Test are standard braided manes and 

tails allowed. 

If, after being warned, the use of any of the aforementioned materials continues to be used, this is 

reason for immediate elimination.  

b) Specific terms: 

 

Presenters: 

- Shall lead horses using a leather in-hand bridle or lined cavesson; the use of any device 

that alters the horse’s natural presentation or that might cause injury or pain is strictly 

prohibited. Only in the case of the mares in Section 7 and above may a head collars be 

used, but always leather and of a quality that guarantees the correct handling of the 

horse in the arena, both during the waiting period and for the actual presentation in 

the arena. Should this not be the case, indications shall be given to replace said head 

collar/bridle immediately or the presenter, with the horse, shall be asked to leave the 

arena, to therefore be considered eliminated.   

- A horse and its presenter may be eliminated when either disrupts the smooth running 

of a section. Excessive emotional expressions or gestures and voicing artificial sounds, 

other than the natural voice of the presenter are prohibited, and only the good use of 

the lash shall be applied.  

- Shall use traditional Andalusian, country attire (known as traje corto campero), 

hunting or dressage attire. Likewise, regional apparel may be worn, if and when the OC 

authorizes said attire and that it is adequate for presentation. Logos, commercial 

brands or stud farm symbols may not be used to avoid differentiation of participants.  
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- No person is allowed into the arena who fails to meet and comply with all competition 

rules and regulations, even if it is to perform the presentation route or to help lead a 

horse.   

 

Riders: 

- Shall present their horse with a Spanish, English or Vaquera saddle; no other variant is 

allowed. In such case that the numnah (saddle pad) has a commercial logo, this shall 

measure a maximum of 20 cm x 20 cm (7.8 x 7.8 inches).  

- No aids are allowed, nor are accessories other than those authorized by these Rules 

and Regulations.  

- Shall wear the attire that corresponds to the saddle. The options include:  

 Andalusian country attire (traje corto campero) and other regional garments 

considered appropriate for equitation. 

 Dressage competition attire. 

 Hunting attire.  

- Riding whips are only authorized in the sections for 4-year-old horse.  

- Authorized bits shall be:  

Sections for 4-year-old-horses: simple snaffle or vaquero bit; the aid of false reins is 

allowed, in keeping with the type of presentation.   

Sections for 4-year-old-horses and older: simple snaffle or snaffle and curb or simple 

vaquero bit, in keeping with the type of presentation.  

Article 36. Failure of breeders, presenters and riders to comply with the rules indicated in CHAPTERS 

VI, VII and VIII, as well as any incorrect behavior, inconsideration or animal abuse may lead to the 

elimination of the horses on behalf of the OC, even when these have been judged. 

This decision may be appealed before the SAP. Also, the OC body may take formal action should the 

events/behavior by those already eliminated be sufficiently serious to expand the punishment to all of 

the horses owned by that breeder. Said horses shall be deprived of any awards earned up until that 

moment. Those same awards shall be granted to the horses holding the following position, if and when 

this is possible. Should that not be possible, said award shall be considered unclaimed.  

If, in the opinion of the OC, the behavior shown by a breeders, presenters, riders and/or employees is 

serious enough, the OC may immediately expel that owner, representative and/or employees of that 

stud farm, with their participating horses being excluded from the competition.   

Should an incidence arise, ANCCE shall be informed, so that the necessary disciplinary measures may 

be taken in keeping with these current Rules and Regulations.  

CHAPTER IX. REGARDING JUDGES: RIGHTS & OBLIGATIONS 

Article 37. Both the judges for Conformation as well as those specifically for Functionality shall be 

considered judges.  
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At a given competition, a Judge for both tasks (Conformation and Functionality) may only exercise one 

of these tasks. The only foreseeable exception shall be the Functionality Tests at national 

competitions, whether held in Spain or abroad.   

The responsibility of training, certifying, establishing categories or disqualifying Judges corresponds to 

the Technical Committee of Judges. Prior to the 31st of January of each year, the Executive Committee, 

at the proposal of the Competition Commission and once they have received the reports from the 

Technical Committee of Judges shall publish a list of judges based on the categories they are to be 

judging throughout that season, National or Regional, as well as the judges that lack authorization.  

All judges shall cease to exercise their functions as such once they are seventy (70) years of age. 

 

Article 38. Rights & Obligations 

I. Judges have the following rights: 

a) Their decisions within the arena are to be obeyed. 

b) Their independence is to be respected when judging. 

c) To be provided with decent accommodations and meals by the OC.  

d) Receive the fee agreed to with each OC, or by ANCCE, as would be the case, once the 

competition concludes.    

e) Judge Competitions in the categories to which they correspond.  

 

II. Judges have the following responsibilities: 

a) Be independent when judging.  

b) Base their judging on the breed quality, the Conformation Competition Judging Manual 

and these Rules and Regulations. Obvious and open failure to comply may lead to 

disciplinary actions as foreseen in the Disciplinary Rules.  

c) Declare and state any and all conflicts of interest and the motivation, whether general 

or incidental. Said statement shall be presented before the first of January (1/1); 

judges are committed to maintaining said statement updates whenever a change 

arises.  

d) Issue a report regarding the conditions and developments of the competition, as well 

as any possible incidence that may have arisen during the event. Said report shall be 

sent to the ANCCE Competition Department within seven (7) days.  

e) Attend and participate in the assessment courses and to standardize criteria when 

summonsed by ANCCE.  

f) Obey sentences affecting them and their actions, as issued by the Technical Committee 

of Judges and published by the ANCCE governing bodies. 

g) Be legally able to invoice his/her fees as a Judge.  

h) At all times, show suitable behavior both while in and outside the arena, including the 

following aspects:   

- Wear appropriate attire including dress trousers and jacket.  

- Always wear the official ANCCE accreditation in a visible manner.   

- Smoking in the arena is strictly prohibited.  
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- Interaction with breeders during the competition is prohibited; their hospitality 

may not be accepted, whether on the grounds where the competition is being 

held, or outside the venue.  

- Behave in keeping with the responsibility of the task; judges shall not respond to 

provocation of any type, openly argue with colleagues, attempt to influence 

fellow-judges in a harsh and persistent manner, and fail to comply with the 

functional mandates given by the OC at each competition. 

i) Judge those competitions for which they have been appointed and previously 

accepted, except in the case of force majeure. 

j) Accept the appointment made by the OC, except in the case of sufficient 

circumstances to justify rejection.  

k) Accept the appointment and Judge, in the case of national judges, competitions in that 

category, and giving priority to regional events, but always when appointment has 

been made at least three (3) weeks prior to the commencement of the competition.  

l) In the case of National and Regional Categories for which the Judge has been 

appointed as substitute Judge for that year, he/she shall be available to judge the 

ANCCE World Championship Final. 

m) Sign the official Competition reports. 

Article 39. At the beginning of each year, the Technical Committee of Judges shall request a sworn 

affidavit from the active judges where these state their availability to judge the throughout the year, 

as well as not being involved in any conflict of interest as indicated in these Rules and Regulations.   

Article 40. Judging Groups 

At the beginning of each year, the Technical Committee of Judges shall present the Executive 

Committee with a report that groups the judges into two (2) groups (national and regional judges). 

This report shall be applicable to Conformation and Functional Competitions, which shall take into 

consideration the background career as well as the annual actions for each Judge.  

 

Article 41. System to select judges 

 

National Competitions: 

 

a) Conformation Judges:  

Depending on the number of judges requested by the OC, the Technical Committee of Judges 

shall proceed, sufficiently in advance, with the draw that selects the judges from among those 

for this category. The following aspects shall be taken into consideration:  

- When two (2) judges are requested: 

Two (2) acting Judge shall be appointed directly by the draw and from among the judges in the 

National Category; likewise, the substitute Judge—who shall take the place of either of the 

main judges should he/she be unable to perform his/her task, shall also be designated. 

- When three (3) judges are requested: 
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The procedure shall be the same as explained in the paragraph above. The only exception is 

the third Judge, who may be appointed by the OC from among those on the list of National 

Judges, once the draw has concluded.  

 

b) Functionality Judges: 

- When one Judge has been requested:  

Said Judge shall be appointed directly by the draw and from among the judges in the National 

Category; likewise, a substitute Judge shall also be designated to take the main Judge’s place 

should he/she be unable to perform his/her tasks. 

- When two (2) judges are requested: 

The procedure shall be the same as explained in the paragraph above. The only exception is 

the second Judge who may be appointed by the OC from among those on the list of National 

Judges, once the draw has concluded.  

 

Regional Competitions: 

 

a) Conformation Judges: 

Shall be selected by the OC, based on the following criteria: 

- Single Judge: 

He/She must be chosen from among the list of Regional Category Judges, and shall perform 

the Conformation as well as the functional test.  

- Two Judges: 

At least one of these judges shall be from the list of Regional Category Judges, with the second 

being selected from among the list of National Category Judges.  

In such case that a specific Functionality Judge is chosen, the two judges shall judge together 

and in agreement for the Functionality Test.  

 

Functionality Judges: 

Having a Functionality Judge is optional and free on behalf of the OC. Said Judge shall be 

appointed from among the list of Regional Category Judges.  

In such case that a Functionality Judge is appointed, he/she shall only judge Functionality.  

 

All appointed judges shall respond, and in writing, that they have accepted or not, if and when there is 

a justified reason not to, said appointment and within no more than five (5) calendar days upon 

receiving the communiqué.    

The OC may not alter the designation of judges once ANCCE has been informed, except in the case of 

force majeure, but always when this fact has been communicated and accepted by the Technical 

Committee of Judges. 

Article 42. Failure to attend a Competition for which one has already committed to judge shall be 

considered severe misconduct. Only in the case of force majeure or due to unexpected conflict of 

interests and after having informed the OC and the Technical Committee of Judges, may a member of 
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the Judging Panel not perform his/her task. Likewise, any serious alteration of the competition 

schedule, attributable to the Judge and unjustified, shall be considered severe misconduct.  

Any Judge who rejects his/her appointment, except when this rejection is the consequence of conflict 

of interest, shall explain the reason for said rejection. He/She shall not judge any other competition 

that coincides with those competition dates. Foreseeable exceptions appear in Article 38, II, section K. 

Article 43. Categories for judges: 

Annually, depending on the category of the competitions included on the Official Calendar for the 

ANCCE World Championship Qualifier Competitions, and before the 31st of January (31/1), the 

Categories for Judges shall be established.  Judges, both for Conformation and for Functionality shall 

be organized, as follows, by the Technical Committee of Judges: 

 

a) National Judges: 

Every year, twelve (12) national Conformation Judges, plus three (3) substitute Judges shall be 

selected.  Eight (8) national Functionality Judges, plus three (3) substitute Judges shall also be 

selected.   The substitute Judges shall act at national category competitions should the need arise, 

alternating the two categories if needed. 

 

Judges in the National Category are the only Judges who are eligible to judge competitions with 

this same category for the ANCCE World Championship Final.  

These Judges may also judge regional competitions, but priority shall always be given to national 

venues when appointing a Judge, and always respecting the specifications in Article 41. 

Said Judges shall always attend the appointments made to judge National Category competitions, 

except in the case of Force Majeure. 

 

Judges appointed to judge National Competitions and whose name has been selected at the draw, 

shall be paid by ANCCE, in keeping with the fee list published every year.   

 

The Technical Committee of Judges, each season and after seeing the performance of each Judge, 

shall downgrade at least one (1) Judge from the National Category, who shall be substituted the 

following season by a Judge from the Regional Category. The number of judges who are 

downgraded shall coincide with the number of judges who are upgraded.   

 

Throughout the year, the Technical Committee of Judges is empowered to downgrade the 

category of or disqualify judges, when events arise that directly affect the application of breed 

quality or the Judging Manual for Conformation Competitions or the precepts laid out in these 

Rules and Regulations.    

 

The Technical Committee of Judges is authorized to publish the reason for upgrades, downgrades 

and the disqualification of judges. 

 

b) Regional Judges: 
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These shall be all other judges on the official list, except those who fail of obtain the annual 

authorization to judge.  They may judge Regional Competitions, in Spain or abroad, except those 

considered National Substitutes, who may judge National Competitions when required by the 

circumstances.    

 

Regional Category judges shall be affected by all of the obligations of National Judges as indicated 

in Article 38. 

 

Every year, the Technical Committee of Judges shall proceed to upgrade as many judges from the 

Regional Category as there are downgrades in the National Category, following the criteria of best 

practice.   

Article 44. Judging model 

A competition that is a qualifier for the World Championship Final shall be judged in keeping with the 

following model:  

a) Competitions with a Single Judge or sections that, due given circumstances, only have one Judge 

for this task:   

- The Conformation Judge shall use the standard form included herein as APPENDIX III. 

- The same ensues in the case of a single Functionality Judge, who shall use the judging 

sheet provided in APPENDIX III. 

- All of the boxes found in the judging sheet shall be filled out, using ink pen, avoiding 

erasures or corrections, in which case, these shall have the Judge’s confirmation 

signature. 

 

b) Competitions with more than one Conformation and/or Functionality Judge:  

- A single score sheet shall be filled out, based on consensus of the judges, as a 

consequence of which a single score shall be given.   

- All scores by body regions shall be achieved from consensus, with the final score for 

each zone being the consequence of agreement of the judges.   

- Despite efforts towards consensus, should no agreement be reached for a given body 

region, the dissenting Judge shall maintain his/her dissenting score, in which case, the 

average of the judges’ scores shall be applied.  

- The secretary, Judge or Chief Steward drafting the score sheet shall note down any 

dissenting score in that body region or regions.  The score sheet, with this discrepancy, 

shall be signed by all of the acting judges. 

- All dissenting opinions regarding body regions observed throughout the competitions, 

among the acting judges, shall be analyzed by the Technical Committee of Judges in 

their sessions. The matter shall be settled based on competition footage to adjust the 

score as carefully as possible to breed quality and as determined by the breed’s 

Manual for Judging Conformation Competitions. 

 

CHAPTER X – CONFLICTING INTERESTS FOR JUDGES  
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Article 45. The OC, having received the entries and information regarding conflicting interests, as 

declared by the Judges, shall proceed to ratify or modify the Judges that are to judge at the 

competition, in accordance with the stipulations of these Rules and Regulations. This shall be the only 

reason for which the OC may revoke the appointment of a Judge, if and when the latter has confirmed 

his/her acceptance timely and in due form. Should a breach of the above occur, it shall be considered a 

severe misconduct. 

The maximum number of conflicting interests permitted for each of the Judges shall be that of two 

sections and/or three horses in total, except the exemptions as proposed annually for the World 

Championship Final. 

Article 46. At the beginning of each year, Judges who are also breeders, riders or presenters shall 

choose, by writing to the Technical Committee of Judges, between carrying out the duties of Judge or 

to participate in conformation competitions, regardless of the type of exercise.  

Article 47. No Judge shall judge a Section in which there is a horse involved in a conflict of interests in 

the cases listed below: 

a) A horse that has been sold, gifted, employed in its various uses or bought by a Judge, whether 

as owner or broker. This also applies in the event of said horse having been bred by the Judge, 

whether or not it carries the brand belonging to the Judge. 

b) A horse, whether or not it carries the Judge’s brand, is owned in full or in partial by a Judge, a 

member of his/her family to second degree, or a business associate of the said Judge. 

c) A stud farm for which the Judge has manifestly provided the following professional services 

over the last five years: rider, veterinarian, presenter, trainer, or any other similar position. 

d) A horse whose breeder, owner, presenter or rider is providing or has provided professional or 

commercial services to the Judge during the season and/or in the previous season. 

e) When the Judge has visited and stayed at the facilities or properties of a breeder six months 

prior to the competition. 

f) When there is a family relationship extending to second degree between the Judge and a 

presenter, rider, owner or breeder. 

Once a Judge has stated a conflict of interest with a breeder, this conflicting interest shall affect the 

horses under the latter’s ownership as well as all others bred under his/her breeder code. 

Article 48. Should a conflict of interests arise between a Judge and a horse, breeder, presenter or 

rider, and there is a substitute Judge, the Judge with conflicting interests shall withdraw from the 

arena, the substitute Judge taking his/her place for that Section, including the Functionality Section, as 

would be the case. 

If the Judging Panel includes more than one Judge and there is no substitute Judge, the whole section, 

including the Functionality Section, as would be the case, (in the case of a Regional Competition where 

there is not a specific Functionality Judge), shall be judged without the presence of the Judge affected 

by the conflict of interest. 
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When a competition is being judged by a single Judge and there is no substitute Judge, the horse 

affected by the conflict of interest shall be withdrawn from the competition and shall be treated as if it 

were not entered, with the entry fee being returned in full. 

All the above is also applicable to any of the Special Awards, in such case that the horse affected by a 

conflict of interest be classified for any of these. 

Judges shall appropriately inform the Technical Committee of Judges, and in advance, of any 

anticipated conflict of interest, as well as any such situation that may have arisen within a period not 

exceeding five (5) days once the conflict of interest has arisen.   

Should there be breach of compliance regarding this obligation and the noncompliance revealed, the 

Judge shall be immediately disqualified from acting as a Judge for the season, without prejudice to the 

application of the Honor Code and Disciplinary Action as a result of his/her behavior. 

No practicing Judge shall provide consultancy services of any type to any stud farm. Should this be the 

case, said Judge shall be disqualified from acting as a Judge for a minimum period of five years. 

CHAPTER XI – THE PANEL OF JUDGES 

Article 49. The Panel of Judges for a Conformation-Functional Competition shall be made up of the 

corresponding number of Judges as stated in Article 10 of these Rules and Regulations and according 

to the categories of each competition. 

Article 50. In such case that there is at least one (1) mare in Sections 7, 9 and 11 requesting to 

participate in the Functionality Test, said mare shall be judged together with the other horses in her 

age group by the corresponding Judge/s. 

Special Awards shall be exclusively judged by Conformation Judges. 

Article 51. Within the judging arena, the Panel of Judges shall hold maximum authority with regards to 

qualifying or disqualifying, in keeping with the rules established in these current Rules and Regulations.  

Their decisions, in terms of scores, are not subject to appeal. 

Article 52. Decisions by the Panel of Judges that do not affect the scores of horses may be appealed, in 

writing, before the SAP. 

The deadline for presenting an appeal is one (1) hour following the publication of the results or 

following the incident. Any appeal presented after this time period shall not be taken into 

consideration. 

Only breeders, or the official stud farm representatives, as would be the case, shall be entitled to 

present an appeal. 

Article 53. The Panel of Judges shall adjust their judging to the breed quality as defined by the current 

legislation, following the mandates established in these Rules and Regulations, as well as those set out 
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in the Conformation Competition Judging Manual that adjust the score for each body region of the 

horse. 

Article 54. The Panel of Judges shall avoid the following behavior: 

- Touch horses being presented. 

- Neither receive nor provide any indication concerning the horses, their origins or 

results at previous competitions, or regarding their owners. This shall not, however, 

prevent them from discussing the various body regions being judged and from 

agreeing on the score for each of these as set out in Article 44 of these Rules and 

Regulations.  

Should this occur, the Chief Steward shall inform the OC. 

Similarly, the Chief Steward or Technical Director in the arena shall not make any 

comment regarding the horses being presented, with the judges having the obligation 

to report such behavior that violates this precept. 

- Likewise, Judges shall not attend meetings, dinners, luncheons, etc., with breeders 

whose horses shall be judged during the 180 days prior to the end of the competition. 

- Judges shall not present, ride, drive or hold any horse entered into the competition; in 

the same way, they shall not assume any duties as organizer or commentator, nor any 

other functions related to the competition. 

- Judges shall not enter the arena with notes of any kind.  They shall be limited to 

bearing the elements provided by the OC. Use of cell phones and electronic devices in 

the arena is strictly prohibited.  

Article 55. To avoid accidents to third parties, the Judges may eliminate any horse from the arena that 

clearly proves to be unmanageable, as well as any horses with blood stains on any part of their bodies. 

Should this occur, the Judges shall report to the Chief Steward, who shall organize the ordered exit of 

said horse, which shall be eliminated even if it has already been judged. As a horse that has been 

eliminated, it shall be awarded the points that correspond towards the Best Stud Farm or Best 

Exhibitor Awards. 

Article 56. Once the competition has concluded, the Panel of Judges shall sign, in the area designated 

as competition secretariat, two copies of the corresponding records, showing the results and scores of 

the horses from each Section and the Special Awards. 

A copy of these records must also be signed by the Chief Steward and then be sent to ANCCE within a 

period not exceeding five (5) days following the conclusion of the competition. The remaining copy 

shall be kept by the OC. 

This has no implication on the fact that the competition results, using a computerized format, shall be 

sent to ANCCE Competition Department, by Internet, within a period not to exceed forty-eight (48) 

hours following the termination of the competition. 

Article 57. At all competitions, except for the ANCCE World Championship, the Panel of Judges shall 

not judge more than eighty (80) horses in a single day. 
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Article 58. The Organizing Committees shall negotiate the Judges’ fees for each competition. Should 

ANCCE be in charge of hiring and paying the Judges’ fees, their price shall be defined by the ANCCE 

Competition Commission for each annual period. 

CHAPTER XII – JUDGING  

Article 59. When judging, the judges shall always use the official forms, with the assistance provided 

by the OC.   

Article 60. Horses shall be examined for their breed quality, for their conformation and their 

movements walking, trotting and cantering, in addition to the Functionality Test for those sections 

where stipulated, following the criteria established in the Judging Manual.     

Article 61. Regarding the score sheet, as explained in Article 44, there shall be one (1) score sheet per 

horse and it shall include the agreed score for each body region or the average in those cases where 

there is disparity between the judges.    

Once the Judge’s score sheet has been turned over to the secretary, said score sheet shall not be 

altered by any means, except when a signature is missing or a specific score has been overlooked.  In 

this case, the secretary shall speak to the Chief Steward so that said error or omission may be 

amended.   

To fill out the score sheet when there is a single Judge, he/she must use felt-tip pen, ink pen, fountain 

pen, or similar, and never a pencil or an erasable pen.  Should a mistake be made, this shall be 

corrected with the corresponding rectification and then signed by the Judge.  

In those cases where there are several judges, the score sheet shall be filled out by the administrative 

staff provided by the OC for the judges, or by one of the judges, as agreed to in advance.  There shall 

be a single score for each body region, based on consensus; if, however, there is no consensus, the 

mathematical average of the scores granted shall be calculated, with that result being the score.  In 

such case that there are one or several discrepancies, in addition to the average, which shall be taken 

into consideration for the final score, the individual scores of each Judge shall appear on the score 

sheet.  These scores shall not be made public, but rather shall be assessed later by the Technical 

Committee of Judges.  

The owner of a participating horse or his/her duly identified staff may request a copy of the score 

sheet.  The organization shall establish and announce a schedule—to avoid interfering with the 

smooth running of the competition—at which time, the score sheets may be requested.  

All of the Judge’s score sheets shall be sent to ANCCE within no more than five (5) days after the 

conclusion of the competition.  Said score sheets shall include all of the section, such as the Special 

Awards and any possible ties that may have arisen, and as would be the case, specifying the 

divergences among the judges. 

Article 62. The various sections shall be scored using the score sheets that appear in the following 

APPENDICES: 
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- Sections: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 APPENDIX III 

- Sections: 13 and 14 APPENDIX III 

Article 63.  

Score Sheet (APPENDIX III). Body regions and correction coefficients. 

WALK         0.740 

CANTER         0.740  

TROT         0.740 

HEAD         0.740 

NECK         0.400 

WITHERS, BACK & LOIN       0.920 

CROUP & TAIL        0.740 

THORAX, BREAST & ABDOMEN       0.740 

FORELIMBS        0.740 

HIND LIMBS        0.740 

LIMB ALIGNMENT       0.740 

GENERAL CONDITION & CONFORMATION-FUNCTIONAL HARMONY  0.920 

BREED QUALITY       1.100 

Score Sheet for cobras (APPENDIX III). Body regions and correction coefficients. 

MOVEMENTS       1.400 

HANDLING       1.400 

PRESENTATION       0.900 

UNIFORMITY OF COAT COLOR     1.400 

QUALITY & UNIFORMITY OF HEIGHT    1.400 

QUALITY & UNIFORMITY OF CONFORMATION   1.700 

QUALITY & UNIFORMITY OF BREED CHARACTERISTICS  1.800 

Article 64. Each section of the score sheet corresponds to a different body region or movement, and is 

followed by twenty-one (21) squares from 0 to 10, including half points.   



RULES & REGULATIONS | ANCCE 
ANCCE CONFORMATION-FUNCTIONAL COMPETITIONS | PUREBRED SPANISH HORSE (PRE) 

 
 

 
36 

In the case of a single Judge, he/she shall mark with a cross the box that best fits what he/she 

considers most appropriate for each body region.   

In the case of several judges, a single score sheet shall be filled out, using the methodology detailed in 

Article 61. 

Article 65. Functionality Test 

The Functionality Test shall be judged by the designated judges from within the group of Functionality 

Judges.  These may be one (1) or two (2) judges.  When there is more than one Judge, the judging shall 

be carried out jointly, and the score appearing on the single score sheet shall be based on consensus.   

In the case of regional competitions where a specific Functionality Judge has not been appointed, this 

test shall be judged by the Conformation Judge/s.  

 

The judging shall be performed in keeping with the age of the horses.  The 4-year-old age range 

(Sections 7 and 8) shall score as foreseen in the score sheet found in APPENDIX III and according to the 

Functionality Test provided in APPENDIX IV. 

For the 5-year-old age range and older (Sections 9, 10, 11 and 12), the scores shall be granted in 

keeping with the score sheet provided in APPENDIX III and in keeping with the Functionality Test 

provided in APPENDIX IV. 

The Functionality Test shall be mandatory for all horses in Sections 8, 10 and 12.  The number of 

horses performing the test shall be based on the number of horses participating in each of the 

Sections:  

- Sections with up to 15 horses, the first 10 horses shall perform the test. 

- Sections with between 16 and 25 horses, the first 12 horses shall perform the test. 

- Sections with 26 or more horses, the first 15 horses shall perform the test.  

The mares in Sections 7, 9 and 11 that wish to voluntarily perform the Functionality Test shall inform 

the OC when entering the competitions, so that the OC is in a position to include said horses with 

others in the same age group. The score earned in the Functionality Test shall not affect the final 

score, but it shall be taken into consideration within the classification of the horses in the age range, 

and therefore, aspire to the win the Special Award at the Competition’s Absolute Functionality 

Champion.  

To determine the number of mares that may perform the Functionality Test, the same criteria shall be 

applied as with stallions.   

Article 66. When a qualified horse fails to perform the Functionality Test, whether or not the 

motivation is justified, it shall keep 75% of its Conformation Score, to then occupy the position 

corresponding to that score.  Should said horse be entered for the Best Breeder or Best Exhibitor 

Award, the points corresponding to that position shall be tallied, in keeping with the table provided in 

APPENDIX V. 
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Should non-appearance be due to unjustified causes, said horse shall be eliminated; the corresponding 

points shall be tallied and the owner shall be liable for serious misbehavior, as foreseen in the 

Disciplinary Code.  

Any horse that fails to perform the Functionality Test may never aspire to hold the title of Competition 

Champion or Reserve Champion.   

Article 67. Should a horse be disqualified in the Functionality Test, the tally shall consider the test as 

not performed, even when certain paces have already been scored.  Said horse shall retain 75% of the 

Conformation Score, and applied as described in the previous ARTICLE. 

Article 68. In this test, the judges shall be restricted to assessing the horse’s natural paces, walk, trot 

and canter, scoring regularity, impulsion, straightness both on a straight line and on a circle and 

balance, remembering the breed characteristics for movement, with no penalties for mistakes made 

by the rider nor when executing the figures.   

Article 69. The score obtained by stallions for said test accounts for 25% of the total score. The score 

obtained by mares in the Functionality Test shall not count towards the final score.  

Article 70. The rider may select the presentation style; he/she shall wear the attire that matches the 

saddle used.  The types of saddles and the attire are indicated in Article 35. 

Article 71. Sections 

All of the horses presented at Conformation-Functional Competitions shall be organized into Sections, 

according to their age, as verified on their passports.  Ages shall be calculated by calendar years, as of 

January first (1/1) of the year in course, and shall be distributed as follows:  

(Note: Sections 1 and 2, for yearling fillies and colts respectively, are not recommended for the 

development of young horses; therefore, should fillies/colts be included at a competition, they shall not 

be taken into consideration for any official tally).    

- Section 3 (2-year-old fillies) 

- Section 4 (2 colts)  

- Section 5 (3-year-old fillies) 

- Section 6 (3-year-old colts) 

- Section 7 (4-year-old mares) 

- Section 8 (4-year-old stallions) 

- Section 9 (5 & 6-year-old mares) 

- Section 10 (5 & 6-year-old stallions) 

- Section 11 (7+ year-old mares) 

- Section 12 (7+ year-old stallions) 

- Section 13 (3-mare Cobras) 

- Section 14 (5-mare Cobras) 

Article 72. At all Competitions, whatever the category, Sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 are 

mandatory.  Section 14 may be taken into consideration, but it shall not be included for the Special 

Awards.   
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CHAPTER XIII - PROCEDURES 

Article 73. When a horse enters the arena 

Prior to entering the arena, the Technical Director and/or Chief Steward shall verify the existence of 

possible phenotypic alterations as indicated in Articles 17 and 33. Should there be proof of an 

alteration the presenter shall be strongly advised to remove it.  Should the recommendation not be 

followed, said horse shall not be allowed to enter the arena and thusly eliminated.  

 

The Chief Steward shall allow the entrance of the presenters and their horses at the established time 

as seen in the schedule, which shall have communicated previously to the OC at the start of each 

section. Presenters shall enter at walk refraining from any trot or canter movements or warm-up 

exercises which should have been fulfilled in the warm up arena.   

 

Once the horses are in the arena, the Chief Steward shall position them by tag number to one side. If a 

horse fails to show up, said horse shall be summoned by means of the PA system.  After five (5) 

minutes, should said horse fail to appear, another announcement shall be made. The Chief Steward 

shall proceed to close the arena two (2) minutes later. Beyond this point, no horse may access even if 

the preview lap has not yet begun. 

 

The preview lap shall start once the arena has been closed. Under the Judge´s criteria, all of the horses 

shall proceed to perform, at walk, between one (1) and three (3) laps by tag number. 

Once the preview lap has concluded, these situations may occur: 

 

- For the benefit of the Competition, the horses shall be placed on one side of the arena 

following the indications of the Chief Steward. 

- When the OC has an adjacent warm-up arena, horses may leave in an organized manner so 

once called by the Chief Steward, they access the judging arena according to their tag 

number. The horse next in line shall be ready at the entrance of the arena.  Under no 

circumstances shall horses return to their stables while waiting to be summoned in the 

arena. Both the attitude of horses and presenters shall be the same as if they were in the 

main arena as stated in Article 35. The Chief Steward or the Technical Director shall have 

absolute control over all events taking place within the adjacent arena. 

- Horses that after having been called to the arena fail to appear immediately shall be 

eliminated.  

 

Article 75. Horses shall exit the arena at walk, one by one from the closest end to their location. They 

shall walk down the center line of the arena and once they have reached the end they shall fulfill at 

least four (4) laps at canter and afterwards they shall trot to the other end of the arena, also following 

the center line. Upon reaching the end, horse and presenter shall turn around and return to the center 

of the arena at canter where they shall stop. 
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Presenters shall try their best not to delay the showing of their horses by performing unnecessary laps 

on both ends during the presentation of the different paces. If this should happen, they may be 

penalized; furthermore, should they persistent with such actions, they shall be eliminated.  

 

Article 76. Once the horses are stopped in the center of the arena, in the case of only one Judge, the 

score sheet shall be filled out. If there is more than one Judge, they shall agree on the score for each 

body region, or in case of disagreement, the average of the score shall be granted. At the end of the 

judging, the Chief Steward shall allow the presenters to leave the center of the arena towards one end 

or exiting the arena if the presentations are individual. 

 

Article 77. While a horse is being judged in the arena, whether in movement and paused, the rest of 

the presenters shall ensure their horses remain relaxed and refrain from moving them. Even if they are 

located at the end of the arena, they shall avoid creating distractions or agitation in the horse being 

presented. 

Article 78. When the last horse has been judged, the auxiliary staff designated by the OC shall draft the 

classification for the entire section. Said classification shall not be altered except due to administrative 

mistakes.  The Chief Steward shall read aloud the first ten (10) classified horses in reverse order and 

these shall enter the center of the arena to receive the awards. 

Article 79. In case of posterior disqualification, the rest of the horses shall automatically move up a 

place in the final classification of their section. Thus, the new list of winners shall be drafted and 

publicized. 

Article 80. Ties 

In the event of a tie, only the first five places shall go forward to a break said tie; other horses that are 

tied shall be considered as ex aequo (tied).   

When there is more than one Judge, the horses affected by a tie shall enter the center of the arena. 

The judges shall agree on which horse/s is/are the best qualified.  The decision shall be reported to the 

Chief Steward who shall notify the audience. If an agreement has not been reached, the winner shall 

be decided by the majority votes of the judges. If the tie cannot be resolved, the Deciding Vote shall be 

used. Once the Functionality Test has concluded, to break the tie among the first five horses in 

Sections 8, 10 and 12, the following parameters shall be taken into account and in this order: 

- Highest score in Movements. 

- Highest score in Conformation. 

- Highest score in Functionality.  

- Should the tie continue, the Deciding Vote of the Conformation Judge shall be used.  

When there is a single Judge, he/she shall proceed to break the tie to determine the position in the 

final classification by observing the horses where they are or in the center of the arena or should this 

not being necessary, by consulting the score sheets or personal notes. 



RULES & REGULATIONS | ANCCE 
ANCCE CONFORMATION-FUNCTIONAL COMPETITIONS | PUREBRED SPANISH HORSE (PRE) 

 
 

 
40 

Should there be a tie for the Best Movement Award in a section, and there is more than one Judge, the 

procedure shall be as already indicated, but always repeating the movements of the affected horses. 

Shall there be a divergence, the proclamation shall be done by majority votes; should the tie persist, 

the Deciding Vote shall be used.   

When there is a single Judge, and to break a tie to determine the Best Movement of the section, the 

movements of the affected horses shall be repeated.    

Should there be a tie for the Section’s Best Functionality Award, the horse with highest total score for 

movements in hand shall be considered the winner; should the tie persist, the total score for the 

section shall be taken into consideration.  Should the tie persist, the score sheet and personal notes 

shall be considered, when deemed necessary, to break the tie.  

Article 81. Deciding vote 

The Deciding Vote of Judges has been established at Conformation Competitions when there is a tie.  

Such situations shall be solved as indicated below: 

At competitions with 2 Judges: each Judge has the deciding vote in the following sections: 

- Judge 1: sections, 4, 5, 8, 9, 12, 13. 

- Judge 2: sections, 3, 6, 7, 10, 11, 14. 

At competitions with 3 Judges: each Judge has the deciding vote in the following sections: 

- Judge 1: sections, 6, 7, 12, 13. 

- Judge 2: sections, 5, 8, 11, 14. 

- Judge 3: sections, 3, 4, 9, 10. 

For Special Awards, the deciding vote shall be cast as laid out below: 

At competitions with 2 Judges: 

Judge 1: when faced with a tie, his/her vote shall decide the following Awards: 

 Champion of Movement. 

 Youngstock Filly Champion. 

 Youngstock Colt Reserve Champion. 

 Reserve Mare Breed Champion. 

 Adult Champion.  

 Functionality Champion (Judge 1 for Functionality). 

Judge 2: when faced with a tie, his/her vote shall decide the following Awards: 

 Reserve Champion of Movement. 

 Reserve Filly Champion. 

 Youngstock Colt Champion. 

 Mare Breed Champion. 
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 Reserve Stallion Breed Champion. 

 Reserve Functionality Champion (Judge 2 for Functionality) 

At competitions with 3 Judges: 

Judge 1: When faced with a tie, his/her vote shall decide the following Awards: 

 Champion of Movement. 

 Youngstock Colt Champion. 

 Reserve Mare Breed Champion. 

 Functionality Champion (Judge 1 for Functionality 

Judge 2: When faced with a tie, his/her vote shall decide the following Awards: 

 Reserve Champion of Movement. 

 Youngstock Filly Champion. 

 Youngstock Colt Reserve Champion. 

 Stallion Breed Champion.  

 Reserve Functionality Champion (Judge 2 for Functionality).  

Judge 3: When faced with a tie, his/her vote shall decide the following Awards: 

 Youngstock Filly Reserve Champion. 

 Mare Breed Champion. 

 Reserve Stallion Breed Champion. 

CHAPTER XIV - AWARDS 

Article 82. Awards for each section 

In each section, at least the following Awards shall be granted: 

 

- Champion of the Section, gold medal and/or trophy. 

- Reserve Champion of the Section, silver medal and/or trophy. 

- 3rd place in the Section, bronze medal and/or trophy.  

- Award for Best Movement  

- Award for Functionality when appropriate 

 

At each competition, the rosettes (ribbons) and/or diplomas shall be granted by the OC together with 

the Awards. 

 

The OC may grant as many Awards and Honorary Mentions as deemed appropriate. 

The Awards for Best Movement in a given section shall be granted to the horse competing in Sections 

3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 with the highest score, once the scores for walk, trot and canter have 

been tallied. 
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A Functionality Award for sections 7-8, 9-10, and 11-12 have been established for the mare or stallion 
that obtains the highest score in the Functionality Test, from among the finalists in the sections for the 
same age group.   
 

Article 83. Special Awards 

In all competitions, whatever the category, the following Special Awards shall be offered:  
 

- Best Breeder  

- Reserve Best Breeder 

- Best Exhibitor  

- Reserve Exhibitor (as would be the case) 

- Competition Stallion Champion and Reserve Stallion Champion  

- Competition Mare Champion and Reserve Mare Champion 

- Colt Champion and Reserve Colt Champion  

- Filly Champion and Reserve Filly Champion  

- Functionality Champion and Reserve Functionality Champion 

- Champion of Movement and Reserve Champion of Movements  

1. BEST BREEDER AWARD 

Any breeder seeking for the Best Breeder Award shall ensure the following requirements:  

 

- All horses presented at the Competition, seeking this Award, shall have been bred by that 

breeder with his/her breeder code. Nevertheless, this award may be sought by those stud 

farms which have been divided, whatever the reason, although those horses have different 

breeder codes, if and when those horses have descended from the same family tree or from 

business groups of a same breeder. In both cases the horses shall have been transferred to the 

new stud farm in the year of the division and without intermediate changes. 

- The horses shall be owned by said breeder.  

- Present horses in at least six (6) sections in which a broodmare shall be presented in Sections 

7, 9 or 11, a stallion in any of Sections 8, 10 or 12 and a cobra in Section 13. 

- Present horses at least another three (3) different Sections, those of which shall not be for 

mares or stallions indicated above. Competitions in which yearlings participate (Sections 1 and 

2), these shall not enter into the tally for the Best Breeder Award. 

 

The Best Breeder Award shall be granted to the stud farm that scores the highest quotient from 

tallying the total number of points earned for each of the horses entered for the Award, from among 

the horses presented.  

 

The scores obtained by each horse shall depend on its place and the section where it participates, 

based on the table in APPENDIX V, to which additional points shall be granted towards the Special 

Awards, as indicated below: 

- Mare/Stallion Champion: 3 points 

- Reserve Mare/Stallion Champion: 2 points 

- Colt/Filly Champion: 2 points 
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- Functionality Champion: 2 points 

- Champion of Movement: 2 points 

- Reserve Champion of Movement: 1 point  

- Reserve Colt/Filly Champion: 1 point 

- Reserve Functionality: 1 point  

-  

The horse earning a Special Award shall continue to be considered a single horse, when the division is 

made. Those horses that, having been entered and accepted for this Award, and that failed to appear 

in their Section or that were disqualified shall tally points based on the table in APPENDIX V. 

Section 13 shall be calculated the same as the Sections for individual horses.  Thus, the score 

established in Appendix V shall be added to the total for the stud farm and the number of horses 

presented by said stud farm, adding a single unit to the number of horses presented by that stud farm.  

The horses presented in Section 14 shall not take part of the calculations for the Best Breeder Award; 

nevertheless, should there be a tie, this criterion shall be used. 

 

In the event of a tie, this shall be resolved in favor of that Stud Farm which has:  

 

1. Presented a 5-mare Cobra.  

2. Earned the highest score in this Section, if there is more than one Stud Farm in this situation.  

3.  Earned the highest score in the Section for 3-mare Cobras. 

4. Presented the greatest number of animals for the Best Breeder Award. 

5. Presented a mare in the Functionality Test.  

6. Presented the greatest number of stallions in the Sections.  

7. Presented the greatest number of mares in the Sections.  

 

Should the score for the Best Breeder Award be greater than that of the Best Exhibitor Award, said 

stud farm shall be granted both. Only in this case shall a Reserve Best Exhibitor Award be granted.  

 

2. RESERVE BEST BREEDER AWARD 

The Reserve Best Breeder Award shall be granted to the stud farm that has earned the second best 

score from among the participating stud farms seeking this award.  

 

3. BEST EXHIBITOR AWARD 

All stud farms that fulfill the specifications laid out in these Rules and Regulations and present horses 

belonging to them in the same Sections established for the Best Breeder Award may seek the Best 

Exhibitor Award.  The horses presented shall be owned by that Stud Farm, although all or some of the 

horses entered were bred under another breeder code. 

The calculation of the quotient shall be undertaken in the same manner as described for the Best 

Breeder Award. 

In the event of a tie, the same criteria as for the previous award shall be applied.  
 

4. COMPETITION STALLION CHAMPION AND RESERVE STALLION CHAMPION 
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The Stallion Champion and Reserve at a given Competition shall be chosen from among those placing 

1st and 2nd in Sections 8, 10 and 12, and as indicated below:  

- This test shall be scored by all of the Conformation Judges, who shall evaluate the horses 

standing still. Whenever there are two panels of Judges, those in the championship must 

perform the movements performed in their Section. 

- The horse in first place from each of the indicated Sections shall stand in the center of the 

arena. Those placed second shall remain at one end.  

- The judges shall then proceed to compare the three horses that placed first in their 

corresponding Sections.  

- Each Judge shall award three (3) points to the horse he/she considers to be the best, two (2) 

points to the one considered second best and one (1) point to the third.  

- The Chief Steward shall tally the points given by each of the judges. The Champion shall be the 

horse with the highest number of points. 

- Subsequently, the Champion Stallion shall go to one end of the arena; his place shall be 

occupied by the horse that was placed second in the Section.  The Reserve Champion shall 

then be chosen by comparing him with the two other horses that were already in the arena, as 

indicated above. 

- In the event of a tie, the Judges shall vote once again, only scoring the two tied horses, giving 

two (2) points to the horse considered the best and one (1) point to the second.  

- If there continues to be a tie, the deciding vote shall be used.  

 

5. COMPETITION MARE CHAMPION AND RESERVE MARE CHAMPION 

The Mare and Reserve Champion shall be chosen from among those placed 1st and 2nd in Sections 7, 9 

and 11 using the same procedures established for the stallions.  

 

6. COMPETITION COLT & RESERVE COLT CHAMPION AWARD  

This Award has been established for horses in Sections 4 and 6, to determine the Youngstock 

Champion and Reserve. The procedure for this award shall be identical as used for the Stallion 

Champion.  

 

7. COMPETITION FILLY & RESERVE FILLY CHAMPION AWARD 

This Award has been established for horses in Sections 3 and 5, from which the Filly Champion and 

Reserve shall be decided. The procedure shall be identical to that established for the Competition 

Mare Champion.  

 

8. FUNCTIONALITY CHAMPION AND RESERVE FUNCTIONALITY CHAMPION AWARDS 

The Functionality Champion Award shall automatically be awarded to the horse from the Sections 7-8, 

9-10, and 11-12 achieving the highest score. The Reserve shall be the horse that obtains the second 

best score.  

 

In the event of a tie, the winner shall be for the horse with the highest score on the Conformation 

score sheet, including movement in-hand. Should the tie persist, the winner shall be the horse with the 
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best score for in-hand movements and as a third option, the vote among the Judges. If the tie still 

persists, the deciding vote shall be used.     

 

9. COMPETITION CHAMPION AND RESERVE CHAMPION OF MOVEMENT AWARDS 

This Award shall be disputed by horses which, in their respective Sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 

12, were considered to have the best movements. These Champions shall compete against each other 

to select, based on comparison, the Champion and Reserve Champion of Movement.  These horses 

shall double the itinerary fulfilled during the judging of their corresponding section.  

 

Each Judge shall award three (3) points to the horse they consider to be the best, two (2) points to the 

second best and one (1) to the third. The Chief Steward shall tally the points given by each of the 

judges. The Champion of Movement shall be the horse that has the highest number of points and the 

Reserve shall be the horse which scored second highest.  

 

In case of a tie, the horses involved shall perform another itinerary, the same as before, and the judges 

shall vote among the tied horses. If the tie persists, the deciding vote shall be used.  

 

Article 84. All horses qualifying for the Special Awards must participate.  In the event that a winning 

horse fails to appear to receive any of the Special Awards—independently of the reason—it shall be 

disqualified, thusly leading to the loss of any and all acquired rights and said horse shall be considered 

serious misconduct, when not justified. If this were the case of the first place winner, the second place 

winner shall take its place and shall be judged with the other horses in first place. Should the non-

appearing horse have qualified second in its Section or be the horse with best movements, 

substitution shall not be allowed.  

 

Article 85. Awards Ceremony 

The OC shall announce the schedule and location of the Awards Ceremony on the Competition 

Program.  Attendance is mandatory for any horse earning an award.  

In the event that a winning horse fails to appear to receive its Award, the owner shall lose said 

Award/s and there shall be no winner.  The penalty is applicable to all awards for horses presented by 

that owner. This shall be considered a serious misconduct and shall lead to the loss of any and all 

acquired rights. Only through the presentation of a written authorization from the competition 

veterinarian may attendance to the awards ceremony be missed.  

 

CHAPTER XV. APPEALING OC DECISIONS  

Article 86. All decisions adopted by the OC may be appealed before the SAP (Superior Appeal Panel) 

within one (1) hour. 

CHAPTER XVI. ANTI-DOPING TESTING 

Article 87. The administration and/or use of substances seeking to mask the physical state of a horse 

are totally prohibited.   
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Should the competition veterinarian so authorize, an exemption may be requested for the use of 

certain substances. Said veterinarian shall issue the corresponding report in this regard.  Should a 

horse be subject to a given treatment, a list of medications being given to the horse shall be presented 

to the OC.   

CHAPTER XVII. TECHNICAL COMMITTEE OF JUDGES 

Article 88. Composition: 

Prior to the thirty-first of December (31/12) of each year, the ANCCE Executive Committee, with the 

ratification of the Board of Directors, shall appoint the members of the Technical Committee of Judges.  

This Committee shall include the following members: 

Conformation: three (3) members who are judges, one who is the President, another who is the 

Secretary and a third as Member-at-large.   

Functionality: one or two members, depending on the needs derived from competition activity.   

Members of this Committee shall comply with the following aspects:  

- They are committed to not judging while being a member of the aforementioned Committee.  

- They shall not belong to any of the ANCCE executive bodies.  

- They may not participate in Conformation Competitions, whether as a breeder, veterinarian, 

presenter, rider, trainer, consultant or member of the OC.  

- While holding a post as a member of said Committee, they shall not judge any horse bearing 

their own brand at any Conformation Competition.  

Article 89. Competencies: 

Applied exclusively and binding, the Technical Committee of Judges shall have the following 

competencies:  

- Training of and annual category of Judges, implementing training courses for Judges as 

deemed appropriate.  

- Assessment and follow-up of the activities that the Judges, while carrying out their functions. 

- Perform the Draw of Judges in those cases contemplated in these current Rules and 

Regulations.  

- Initiate disciplinary file for Judges and disqualify them.  

- Assess conflict of interests presented by the judges every year.  

As a guide, they may present reports to the Competition Commission regarding possible changes in the 

Rules and Regulations and the Competition Judging Manual.  

In all cases, and for the correct exercising of their functions, they shall consider, when performing their 

tasks, the possible offences committed by judges while carrying out their activity, as detailed below: 

a) Serious Misconduct: 
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- Failure to respect the principle of priority when judging competitions based on the 

category granted annually to judges. 

- Attempted and occasional duress with fellow judges to influence the score of a horse.    

- Failure to immediately update conflicts of interest when these arise unexpectedly.  

- Accountable for complying with the schedule regarding the commencement times for 

the Sections, as ordered by the OC, but when this translates into a limited disruption 

for the smooth running of the competition.    

- Belittle breeders, riders and presenters. 

- Take the reins of a horse, or ride a horse that is going to be judged.  

- Use a telephone or other electronic device in the arena.  

- Access the arena with material other than what is provided by the OC.  

- Continued failure to comply with the standards of decency and attire as established in 

the Rules and Regulations while carrying out his/her tasks.  

b) Severe Misconduct: 

- Judge a competition without ANCCE authorization, or in breach of confirmed 

disciplinary actions.   

- Judge a competition that does not correspond to the category that each Judge has, 

based on the annual designation by the Technical Committee of Judges. 

- Continually pressure or coerce judges and impose his/her will upon another Judge 

while judging horses.  

- Failure to attend a competition for which he/she has been appointed, without prior 

warning of force majeure to justify his/her attendance.   

- Failure to appear to judge a section, or be tardy to the extent that it hinders the 

smooth running of the competition.   

- Continued failure to apply Breed Quality and implement the Competition Judging 

Manual when judging, when this has been determined by the ANCCE Competition 

Commission. 

- Failure to comply with the standards governing conflict of interest in the exercising of 

their functions.  

- Any aggression, insult, threat, coercion or slander against presenters, riders, 

participating breeders or members of the OC.  

- Failure to respect the indications of the OC regarding the rules of conduct throughout 

the competition, especially aspects affecting the relationship with breeders, the 

location of the judges during and after the judging, standards of conduct and all 

aspects that with their transgression alter the normal running of the competition.  

- Attend judging while under the effects of alcohol or narcotics.   

- Failure to fill out the score sheet or hinder the application of the judging model based 

on consensus in a deliberate manner, whether due to gross and willful negligence. 

And any other aspect which, in their opinion, is a flagrante breach of these current competition Rules 

and Regulations.  
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Article 90. Functioning 

Conformation: The Technical Committee of Judges shall meet at least eight (8) times a year.   

Functionality: These shall hold at least quarterly meetings. 

In all cases, the agreements reached by the majority of its members shall be justified and in writing in 

the reports to be sent to the ANCCE Executive Committee.   

Should there be a conflict of interest, the affected member of the Committee shall abstain from voting 

in the resolution adopted.   

Article 91. Duration 

The appointment of the members of the Technical Committee of Judges shall have a term of one (1) 

calendar year.  It is understood that the Competition season runs from January 1 (1/1) until December 

31 (31/12).   

Every year, the ANCCE Executive Committee shall proceed to appoint the members of the Technical 

Committee of Judges, who, nevertheless, may be removed from their post prior to the end of their 

term when:   

- A member fails to attend three (3) meetings established on the work calendar, without 

justified cause.   

- Due to disqualification by the other members of the Technical Committee of Judges, in writing, 

addressed to the Executive Committee, in which they provide well-founded considerations 

based on failure to perform the typical tasks of judging, or failure to exercise the tasks of 

judging in a manner that is grossly and willfully negligence, with the ANCCE Executive 

Committee proceeding to approve or not, the disqualification presented.   

- Failure to comply with the conditions foreseen in Article 88 of these Rules and Regulations.  

- Due to death or incapacitating illness.  

In the light of any of the situations presented herein, it shall be the responsibility of the ANCCE 

Executive Committee to proceed to substitute the member or members of the Committee.  They may 

be advised in this task by those making up that Committee at that time.   
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TRANSITORY PROVISION 

These current Rules and Regulations shall be applied directly and immediately as of the day they are 

officially published.   

Competitions held in 2016, prior to the implementation of these Rules and Regulations and that have 

been organized and judged in keeping with the previous legislation, shall benefit from all rules 

contained.  In this case, certain aspects may be applied retrospectively, if and when it is to the 

advantage of the participating breeders and the affected OC, in which case, the ANCCE Competition 

Commission shall provide prior approval.   

Exceptionally, the categories of the judges for 2016 shall be established by the ANCCE Executive 

Committee.  Once the members of the Technical Committee of Judges have been appointed, these 

shall take full responsibility for the aspects integrated in these current Rules and Regulations. 

The appointment of the members of the Technical Committee of Judges for this current season shall 

remain in force until the thirty-first of December (31/12) of this year 2016.  
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DISCIPLINARY CODE FOR CONFORMATION-FUNCTIONAL COMPETITIONS 

 

CHAPTER I – DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURE 

Article 1. Relevant Authority  

For all purposes, these Rules and Regulations are the relevant authority to launch, instruct and solve 

disciplinary procedures for the ANCCE Conformation Competition Commission.  

 

The instructor of the case shall be the person freely designated by said Commission, who may be from 

outside.  

 

The Competition Commission shall adopt its agreement based on simple majority vote of present and 

represented members.  

 

Article 2. Subject to the Disciplinary Code 

This jurisdiction of this Disciplinary Code is applicable and covers all those agents who are actively 

involved in Conformation Competitions: Organizing Committees, Technical Directors, Chief Stewards, 

Auxiliary Staff at the service of Breeders and/or the participating Breeders, who are, in turn, also 

responsible for the actions, misconduct and violations and/or penalties committed by their 

representatives, relatives, employees, riders and/or presenters.   

 

Both Conformation and Functionality Judges are excluded from this jurisdiction as their activity is 

covered and subject to the guardianship of the Technical Committee of Judges. 

 

In such case that events might arise during the course of Conformation Competitions and the breeders 

or stud farms covered by a disciplinary action were members of ANCCE, the Competition Commission 

shall determine, case by case, the applicable disciplinary action, whether by these Rules and 

Regulations, or the ANCCE By-laws.   

 

Article 3. Initiation Format 

Launching a disciplinary file shall give way to the facts and/or events being presented before the 

Competition Commission, either ex officio or at the request of one of the parties.  In this latter case, a 

written complaint shall be presented before the Commission, within a timespan that is no longer than 

the statute of limitation, as foreseen in Article 12 of this Disciplinary Code.  

 

All those agents who intervene in the normal development of Conformation Competitions, as 

described in Article 2 of this Disciplinary Code have locus standi to present a formal complaint.   

 

The Commission, prior to agreeing to launching a disciplinary file, shall proceed to analyze the case, to 

then proceed to file the case, if, in the opinion of the majority, the events are not considered to be 

misconduct or an infringement of the provisions.  
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Article 4. Initiation of Proceedings  

The agreement to initiate disciplinary proceedings shall be formalized with at least the following 

content:  

- Determination and identification of the person or people who are allegedly responsible 

for the misconduct or breach.  

- Specifics and details of the events being charged.  

- The name of the instructor appointed for the case.  

- Tentative measures to be applied.   

- Right to be heard and formulation of allegations and deadline for each.  

The instructor shall be informed about the agreement to initiate proceedings, including as many 

actions in this regard as deemed necessary; it is he/she who shall notify the plaintiff and the interested 

parties, understood in all cases as the alleged offender or offenders.  Should these allegations not be 

made within ten (10) calendar days as of its reception, the responsible authority may issue 

unprecedented judgement without this being considered defenselessness.  

 

In such case that it is the launching of disciplinary actions against breeders or Organizing Committees, 

it shall be understood that said party has been duly informed in the person who appears as the 

representative of that stud farm on file at ANCCE, in the competition entry form or in the case of an 

OC, the person whose name appears on the annual Competition Calendar, as the person of contact.   

 

Communiqués shall be sent by fax, telefax with acknowledgement, e-mail or certified mail, with an 

official acknowledgement or verification of reception, opening or reading on the web, sent to the 

interested party/parties.  The failure to receive or to return a notification sent to the address, data 

and/or address facilitated by the parties to the organization of each event, and that, as would be the 

case, are on file at ANCCE, shall be understood as notified and under no circumstance, shall it stop or 

delay the deadlines granted for the presentation of allegations.   

 

Article 5. Tentative Measures  

At any time, the competent body may adopt, based on reasoned opinion, the tentative measures that 

are deemed necessary to guarantee the effectiveness of the sentence that may be dictated, the 

smooth running of the procedure, and to avoid maintaining the effects of the violation and safeguard 

general interests.  

 

The terms that the offender may have complied with in virtue of the tentative measures, including the 

temporary loss of rights, shall be taken into consideration and calculated, for the application of and 

compliance with the final sentence that the case may establish.  

 

Article 6. Actions & Allegations 

Once the launching of actions has been communicated:  

- The parties have ten (10) calendar days to present and provide any and all allegations, 

documents or reports they deem necessary, and in their case, propose specific proof of 

the means they seek to use for their defense.  
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- With the notification referred to in the previous point having been sent, the instructor 

of the procedure shall carry out, ex officio, as many actions as may be necessary to 

examine the facts, and collect the data and reports that are relevant to determine, as 

would be the case, the existence of responsibilities susceptible to disciplinary actions. 

Evidence proposed by the parties may be accepted or rejected, based on the criterion 

of the instructor when, in his/her opinion, said evidence fails to pursue the clarification 

of the events, depends on presence of third parties, are difficult or impossible to carry 

out or delay the procedure in time.   

- For evidence declared relevant, the execution period shall have a maximum duration 

of fifteen (15) calendar days.     

Article 7. Proposed Sentence  

Having concluded the pre-trial phase, and as would be the case, the evidence, the instructor of the 

procedure shall formulate the Proposed Sentence before the Competition Commission. A summary of 

the proven facts and/or events, which are the base for legal assessment, shall be provided.  These shall 

determine the offence and as would be the case, those, whether an organization, person or people, 

who are deemed responsible. Likewise, it shall contain the proposed disciplinary action to be imposed, 

and shall take into consideration the tentative measures that may have been adopted in the case, or, 

on the other hand, may decide that there is no offence or responsibility. 

 

The instructor shall issue the proposed sentence within a term that is no greater than one (1) month as 

of the date the procedure began.  The instructor may, when justified cause is seen, request an 

extension before the Competition Commission.   

 

Article 8. Sentence 

Once the instructor has presented the proposed Sentence before the Competition Commission, this 

may decide to:  

- Accept it in all of its terms and legal arguments, as well as the disciplinary action 

proposed, as would be the case.  

- Not accept it, to then proceed to: 

 a) File away the case. 

 b) Scale the proposed disciplinary measures. 

c) Impose disciplinary measures even when the proposed sentence advises the 

filing away of the case.  

- The responsible body shall write out the corresponding sentence, with the motivation 

that shall decide the questions presented in the procedure. 

The sentence shall be adopted within a maximum of twenty (20) calendar days, as of the reception of 

the proposed sentence and the documents, allegations and information regarding the procedure.  

These shall be sent, using the same resources and the persons already indicated in Article 4 of the 

Disciplinary Code.   
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The Commission may adopt or maintain the precautionary measures to guarantee the efficiency of the 

sentence, the good conclusion of the procedure, avoid maintaining the effects of the offense and the 

demands of general interests.   

 

Article 9. Appeals 

The sentence may be appealed before the ANCCE Executive Committee within an extendible period of 

ten (10) calendar days, following notification.  A sentence shall be issued by this body within twenty 

(20) calendar days, beginning from the reception of the appeal, except in the case of motivated 

extension.  Said appeal shall be notified as foreseen in Article 4. 

 

Article 10. Effects of the Sentence 

A sentence arising from the ANCCE Executive Committee puts an end to the disciplinary process and 

becomes a sentence as of its notification.  Nevertheless, it may be appealed before the justice system 

within a maximum of one (1) month as of the date of notification.   

 

Said sentence shall be applied upon notification, except in such case that an authorized court of justice 

orders its suspension. The sentence that does not conclude the disciplinary process shall not be 

applied when an appeal has been presented within the established timespan.    

 

Article 11. Register of Disciplinary Actions 

The Commission’s administrative secretary shall have a register of imposed disciplinary measures, for, 

among other aspects, the possible appearance of changing circumstances of responsibilities and 

counting of the terms for the prescription of offences and the compliance with disciplinary measures.   

 

Article 12. Prescription 

Minor misconduct prescribes one (1) month; serious misconduct is six (6) months, while severe 

misconduct is two (2) years, as of the day after the commission of the offence.  

 

The prescription period shall be interrupted due to the launching of the disciplinary procedure.  

However, should this process be held up for one (1) month due to causes that are not imputable to the 

person or body involved in said process, the corresponding term shall continue, with the prescription 

being interrupted again once the process of the file has continued.    

 

CHAPTER II. HONOR CODE AND DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS 

Article 13. Minor Misconduct 

In all cases, the following shall be considered minor misconduct: 

 

- Behaving in an inappropriate and notorious manner at Conformation Competitions, Sports 

events or Championships of any kind, thus altering the smooth running of the competition. 

-  The observations formulated to the Judges, technicians and other official members of the 

competition, Directors and other competition authorities while carrying out their duties, in 

such a way that they may be understood as being slightly impolite. 
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- Being slightly impolite with the audience, Judges, members of the OC, breeders, riders and 

presenters. 

- Showing a passive attitude in complying with orders and instructions received from Judges and 

members of the OC while performing their duties. 

- Failure of the Organizing Committee to meet their economic/financial obligations where these 

affect contracted personnel for the smooth running of the competition, especially those 

affecting judges, and for a period longer than thirty (30) days and shorter than sixty (60) days.  

- Abusing a horse, if and when said actions do not constitute cruelty to animals or be serious or 

severe misconduct. 

- Being inconsiderate to a groom/handler or rider while in the arena. 

- Using the scores of another Judge in the arena. 

- Non-compliance on behalf of the Organizing Committee with their formal obligations—as 

defined in these Rules and Regulations—and administrative tasks when this does not 

constitute serious misconduct. 

- All those aspects not contained herein and that are manifestly a minor misconduct against 

these Rules and Regulations for Conformation-Functional Competitions. 

Article 14. Serious Misconduct  

The accumulation of three minor misconducts shall be considered serious misconduct. In all cases, the 

following shall be considered serious misconduct: 

 

Regarding the OC and the staff in their charge: 

- The election of judges from a category other than the one corresponding to that competition. 

- The non-payment of financial obligations to contracted personnel and for a period longer than 

sixty (60) days and shorter than 180. 

- The repeated lack of information sent to the ANCCE Competition Department regarding 

essential aspects that affect the competition. 

- The cancellation of a competition or modification of dates without any legitimate justification. 

- The change of one or several competition judges without any legitimate justification. 

- Severe breach of the established obligations, even when this does not translate into the 

halting or suspension of the competition but that affects the right to information for the 

people involved which hinders the tasks of all those involved. 

 

Regarding Breeders, Riders and Presenters: 

- Any behavior, attitude or expression that is aggressive or unsporting used while confronting 

the Judges or members of the Organizing Committee, when this is not considered severe 

misconduct. This shall include all those revealed to the media or social networks before, during 

and after the development of the Competition. 

- Alter the normal development of a section due to negligent behavior. 

- Failure to present a horse entered in a section without previously informing the OC and 

without sufficient justification. 

- Cruelty towards or abuse a horse, when this is not considered to be a severe misconduct. 
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- Failure to comply with any financial obligation with the competition organization, when these 

do not exceed €1,000. 

- Failure to present a horse at Award Ceremony, where appropriate, without any sufficient 

justification and authorization by the OC. 

- Change the appearance of a horse with the intention of confusing or attenuating its defects. 

- The use of devices and manners during the presentation that are expressly prohibited by these 

Rules and Regulations. 

- And in general, all those aspects and actions that are not contained herein and that are 

manifestly an infringement of this Honor Code and that may be deemed serious by the 

Competition Commission. 

 

Article 15. Severe Misconduct 

In general, the repetition of serious misconduct, and in all cases, the following shall be considered 

severe misconduct: 

 

Regarding the Organizing Committees and the staff in their charge: 

- The non-payment of financial obligations to the contracted personnel for a period longer than 

180 days. 

- Serious non-compliance with their formal obligations when this involves halting or suspending 

a competition. 

- Entering a horse while being a member of the Superior Appeals Panel. 
- Coerce judges with the aim of predetermining competition results. 

- Accepting the participation in a competition of individuals or stud farms to which disciplinary 

measures have been imposed to restrict this right. 

- Aggressions, threats, coercion and injurious statements or actions hurled in public at any 

active participant in the competition. 

- Failure to conduct Anti-Doping tests to the horses when these are required by the Competition 

Commission. 

- Alter the judges’ score sheets. 

 

Regarding Breeders, Riders and Presenters: 

- Breach of imposed disciplinary measures. 
- Actions carried out with the aim of predetermining the results of a test or competition, by 

means of cash, intimidation or simple agreements. 

- Withdraw from the competition the horses from a stud farm without sufficient justification 
once the horses have been entered. 

- Leaving the competition premises on a date and at a time other than established by the OC, 
and without its express consent. 

- Threats, coercion and serious insults or aggressions to any judge, member of the OC or 
breeder taking part in the competition. 

- Public statements that motivate violence. 
- The use of unauthorized drugs on horses. 
- Severe cruelty to abuse of horses. 
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- Hiding any conflict of interest, even if it has not been declared by the judge. 
- And in general, all those aspects that are not contained in these Rules and Regulations and are 

manifestly against Conformation-Functional Competition Rules and that are considered severe 
by the Competition Commission. 

 

Article 16. Disciplinary action for minor misconduct shall be a written reprimand, and could go as far as 

dismissal from the competition. 

 

Article 17. The following disciplinary actions shall be taken in the event of serious misconduct: 
- Temporary prohibition for the offending stud farm, representative or personnel in charge of 

up to one (1) year to attend and/or participate in competitions. This prohibition could be 

extended, for the same time period, to the horse or horses owned by said stud farm entered in 

the Competition where the misconduct took place, including when these no longer belong to 

said stud farm. 

- Loss of scores for the horses entered, and the awards they might have earned during a 

competition. 

- Prohibition to participate in the organization of competitions for a period of one (1) year. 

- Prohibition to provide services as a member of the OC or its hired personnel for up to one (1) 

year. 

Article 18. The following disciplinary actions shall be taken in the event of severe misconduct: 

- Temporary prohibition to attend and/or participate in competitions for a period exceeding one 

(1) year, which could lead to initiate contradictory proceedings or to permanent 

disqualification or prohibition to participate in Conformation-Functional Competitions. The 

prohibition could be extended, during the period of the  disciplinary action, except when this is 

permanent, to the horse or horses owned by said stud farm that are entered in the 

Competition where the misconduct took place, including when these no longer belong to said 

stud farm. 

- Loss of the scores of the horses entered and of the awards they might have earned during a 

competition. 

- Prohibition to participate in the organization of official ANCCE competitions from one (1) year 

to permanently. 

- In any event, for serious and severe misconduct, once the proceedings have commenced, the 

possible offender may be suspended from carrying out his/her duties or from presenting 

horses owned by said person. 

- The disciplinary actions restricting the right to participate in competitions affect both the 

breeder who is guilty of misconduct and the horses owned by said breeder that have 

participated in the competition where the misconduct leading to the disciplinary action took 

place. 

Article 19. Termination of disciplinary measures 

- Upon compliance with the disciplinary measure. 
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- With the removal of the disciplinary measure. This can be done by the body imposing said 

measure/s, should the attitude and behavior of the individual being disciplined so justify. Thus, 

the repair of the damage caused or such intent shall be favorable elements for the removal of 

the disciplinary action. 

- In all cases, misconduct expires, as indicated in the terms set out in Article 12 of this Honor 

Code and Disciplinary Procedures. 

- Death, in the case of an individual person. 

- Pardon, total or partial, agreed by the ANCCE Executive Committee. 

 

Article 20. Degree of Responsibility 

The Executive Committee may apply, as circumstances modifying the responsibility of the defendant, 
those facts which, based on their criteria, affect the facts and among these, those listed below: 
 Aggravating circumstances: 

-          Repetition within a period of three (3) years, starting from the confirmation date 
of the previously imposed disciplinary action. 
-          Taking advantage of the office held within the Association. 
-          The general provisions of law 

 

 Mitigating factors: 
-          Spontaneous regret 
-          Having had sufficient provocation 
-          Compensating the damages incurred 
-          The general provisions of law 
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APPENDIX VI – CLASSIFYING FOR SICAB  

To participate in the World Championship, horses must qualify previously by participating in any of the 

qualification competitions leading up to that Final.   

The number of horses qualified at the various competitions sanctioned by ANCCE shall be based on the 

Competition category and the number of horses participating in each section.  This shall be established 

as indicated in this Appendix.   

Individual Classification: 

The number of horses classified shall be based on the number of horses participating in each section.   

- National Competitions: 

* Between 5 and 7 horses  3 qualify 

* Between 8 and 9 horses  4 qualify 

* Between 10 and 12 horses  6 qualify 

* Between 13 and 15 horses  8 qualify 

* Between 16 and 20 horses  10 qualify 

* Between 21 and 30 horses  12 qualify 

* Between 31 and 40 horses  15 qualify 

* Between 41 and 50 horses  20 qualify 

- Regional Competitions: 

* Between 5 and 7 horses  1 qualifies 

* Between 8 and 9 horses  2 qualify 

* Between 10 and 12 horses  4 qualify 

* Between 13 and 15 horses  6 qualify 

* Between 16 and 20 horses  10 qualify 

 

Independently of the number of horses in each section, the following horses qualify, whatever the 

category of the competition:  

* Competition Champions (stallion and mare) 

* Competition Youngstock Champions (colt and filly) 

* Competition Champion of Movement 

*Competition Functionality Champion 

a) Competition Champions: Should one of the Competition Champions have already qualified, then the 

Reserve Competition Champion (stallion or mare) would qualify automatically. Should that horse 

already be qualified in its section, the horse in second place shall be classified.    
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b) Youngstock Champions, the Champion of Movement and the Functionality Champion: only the 

Champions shall classify.  In other words, should any of the aforementioned champions already be 

classified, there shall be no shifting within the ranks.  

 

Classification of Cobras: 

The classification of 3-mare cobras for the World Championship requires that at least three cobras 

participate in the competition of reference.   

The number of cobras classified shall be determined following the table below:  

 

- Competitions in the Nacional Category: 

 

* Between 2 and 3 cobras  2 qualify 

* Between 4 and 6 cobras  4 qualify 

* Between 7 and 10 cobras  6 qualify 

* Between 11 and 15 cobras  10 qualify 

 

- Competitions in the Regional Category: 

* Between 2 and 3 cobras  1 qualify 

* Between 4 and 6 cobras  3 qualify 

* Between 7 and 10 cobras  5 qualify 

* Between 11 and 15 cobras  8 qualify 

 

To participate in the final with a 5-mare cobra (Section 14), that cobra shall have qualified previously 

as a 3-mare cobra, to in turn be integrated as members of the 5-mare cobra.   

APPENDIX VII - JUDGING FEES 

These fees are applicable solely to judges contracted directly by ANCCE at National Competitions held 

in Spain.  All other fees shall be negotiated by the OC and the actual judge/s.   

Conformational Judges: €800 

Functional Judges: €400 

Travel allowance: €0.25/km or transportation means as agreed to with ANCCE.  

Payment of these fees shall be made upon receiving the corresponding invoice, in keeping with current 

legislation.  

 


